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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, December 20, 1974 





Meetings With President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing of France 


Exchange of Remarks Between 

President Giscard d’Estaing and President Ford 
at the Welcoming Ceremony in Martinique. 
December 14, 1974 


PRESIDENT GiscarD D’EsTainGc. Dear Mr. President, it 
is a great honor for this French land of the West Indies 
to welcome the President of the United States of America. 

It is a real pleasure for me to extend to you, and to all 
those accompanying you, a most cordial welcome. As 
soon as you came into office, we both felt that we should 
establish a direct and personal contact. Such a contact 
is in keeping with the traditional relations between France 
and the United States. And in the present circumstances, 
we thought this would be especially useful. 

Faced with the enormous changes taking place through- 
out the world, our two countries have, in different 
capacities and to various degrees, responsibilities to bear. 

Belonging to the community of liberal democracies, 
their personality and their situation leave them some- 
times—quite naturally, I would say—to assume different 
stands in the face of such changes. However, too old are 
their ties of friendship for them not to wish to harmonize 
such stands whenever necessary, and they are too deeply 
attached to the same ideal of freedom, progress, and peace 
not to be determined to succeed. 

All this points to the importance of our meeting, as 
stressed by our partners in the European community, hence 
also—the frankness and cordiality with which I trust 
our talks will start and be concluded. 

Mr. President, France of the Martinique offers to you, 
and all those accompanying you, its charm and its beauty. 
From the bottom of our heart, I wish you an excellent 
stay. 

Welcome, Mr President. 


PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, Madame Giscard 
d’Estaing, ladies and gentlemen: 

Thank you for your most gracious welcome to this 
beautiful, gorgeous island. I am delighted to be here. 
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Mr. President, this is an opportunity for us to become 
personally acquainted and to discuss the serious issues 
which confront our two countries. Our meeting vividly 
demonstrates the importance we attach to working 
together. 

General Lafayette stopped here on his way to assist 
America to achieve its independence. The friendship of 
our two countries spans the oceans as well as the centuries. 
It is fitting that you and I, both given responsibilities 
for leadership in our respective countries this year, are 
taking this early opportunity to address problems of com- 
mon interest and common concern. 

We must combine our efforts with those of our friends 
aid our allies if we are to meet the challenges of the last 
quarter of the 20th century. The list of the challenges is 
long, including such vital issues as food, energy, finance, 
and, of course, the fundamental security of our people 
and the quest for further reductions in international 
tensions. 

Just as our talks mark the beginning of a personal rela- 
tionship, I am confident that our nations will reaffirm the 
tradition of Franco-American cooperation in great 
endeavors. 

I look forward to our meetings for the exchanges they 
will permit and our resulting understandings. In meeting 
here, we, of course, will be mindful not only of American 
and French interests but the contributions our efforts can 
make toward a more peaceful, stable, and prosperous 
world. 

NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 4:53 p.m. at Lamentin Air- 


port, Martinique, French West Indies. President Giscard d’Estaing 
spoke in French, and his remarks were translated by an interpreter. 


Death of Walter Lippmann 


Statement by the President. December 14, 1974 

With the death of Walter Lippmann, we have lost a 
great American. As a newsman, political analyst, and 
author, Walter Lippmann played a major role for more 
than half a century in the development of public dialog 
and in shaping a new standard of journalism. 
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Mr. Lippmann’s contributions to the good society which 
he envisioned for his country will long be remembered. 
NoTE: Walter Lippmann, 85, died in New York City on Saturday, 
December 14, 1974. 

Mr. Lippmann served as editor of The New Republic magazine 
from 1914 to 1921. He also wrote a nationally syndicated newspaper 
column, Today and Tomorrow, from 1931 to 1967, for which he 
received the Pulitzer Prize in 1958 and 1962. 

He was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom on Septem- 
ber 14, 1964. 

The statement was released at Martinique, French West Indies. 


Trade Bill 


Statement by the President Following Senate 
Action on the Bill. December 14, 1974 


On behalf of all Americans, I would like to thank the 
United States Senate for approving the foreign trade bill. 
The House has already passed the bill. We are especially 
grateful to the leaders of both parties. Thanks to their 
strong, bipartisan efforts we are now in a position to 
launch a trade program that will strengthen our economy 
and further our efforts for peace. The Senate has demon- 
strated a willingness to set aside party differences when 
the interests of our Nation are at stake. 

With this sort of continued compromise and coopera- 
tion between the executive and legislative branches of 
Government, I am more confident than ever that working 
together we will continue to develop comprehensive pro- 
grams to meet all our Nation’s needs. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Martinique, French West 
Indies. 


Meetings With President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing of France 


Exchange of Toasts Between 

President Giscard d’Estaing and President Ford 
at a Dinner Hosted by the French President. 
December 14, 1974 


PRESENT GiscarD D’EstTAING. Mr. President, a meet- 
ing between France and the United States is always a 
rendezvous of freedom and friendship. And what could be 
a better place for it than this island of Martinique which 
cherishes the proud memory of having served as a naval 
base for the French Fleet during the American War of 
Independence, and, in 2 years’ time, we will be celebrat- 
ing together the successful outcome of that event. 

It was in the name of freedom that our friendship was 


born, and we shall celebrate its 200th anniversary at the 
same time as the Bicentennial of American independence. 

It was also in the name of freedom that twice in the 
course of this century the active solidarity of the United 
States enabled France to preserve or to regain her 
independence. 

Different as we may be, what appeals so much to us, 
the French, is all that in the United States symbolizes and 
means freedom: your vast spaces, your openness to new 
ideas and bold endeavors, your mastery of technology, 
which gives man his power over nature and lightens his 
burden. 

Freedom and friendship have stamped their mark on 
the relations between our two countries. Freedom allows 
for their frankness and independence; friendship de- 
mands mutual understanding and cooperation. 

This spirit of free dialog and trust between partners 
who recognize the equality of their rights and duties, even 
if they are not equal in terms of resources or power, is 
characteristic of Franco-American relations, and there is 
nothing to prevent that the same spirit be applied to solv- 
ing the major problems of the world today. 

For our part, we express the wish that this spirit inspire 
the relations between the United States and the Europe 
that we are striving patiently—and we are bound to say 
slowly—to build. 

It is only on condition that it can exist by its own 
accord that Europe will be for the United States a firm 
and reliable partner and for the world a factor of balance 
and peace. 

We also wish that this spirit of dialog should govern 
our thinking on the profound changes in the world scene. 


As you were mentioning, you, yourself, Mr. President, 
on your arrival here, the path of consultation which is as 
far removed from that of confrontation as it is from that 
of capitulation is the only one which is in keeping with 
the political, economic, and human needs of our time. 

It is the path we followed when it was time to emerge 
from the cold war and, on our war-torn continent, to 
organize détente, entente, and cooperation, while main- 
taining actively our desire for independence in safeguard- 
ing our security. It is the path we recommend be followed 
in the Middle East where, in spite of the remarkable 
efforts of American diplomacy and the useful progress it 
has achieved, the situation remains a threatening one. 

A just and lasting settlement must, in our view, take 
into account the three legitimate aspirations of all parties 
concerned, those of the State of Israel, to live in peace 
within secure and guaranteed boundaries; those of the 
Arab states, to recover their territorial integrity; and 
those of the Palestinian people, to have, as all peoples, a 
homeland. 

It is also through consultation that we shall succeed in 
finding a solution to the problem caused by the increase 
in oil prices. This in no way excludes a prior harmoniza- 
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tion of the positions within each of the major categories 
involved. 

It, however, presupposes that the purpose of this har- 
monization process be to prepare the meeting at the same 
table and at a fixed date of countries willing to reconcile 
their respective points of view in the peaceful interests of 
the world. 

Mr. President, we shall be having talks in a climate 
of mutual trust on all these subjects of concern to the 
world today. These talks will once again demonstrate that 
the frankness of our discussions draws us together much 
more than it divides us, as should be between partners 
and allies when they have for each other, as I have for 
your country, a sense of their dignity and their sovereignty. 

Mr. President, we all deeply regret the absence of 
Mrs. Ford, and I would like to ask you to be kind enough 
to convey to her our very warm and respectful wishes for 
a prompt recovery. 


I drink this toast in your honor, Mr. President, as well 
as to the great people of the United States, to whom the 
French people, through me, extend their greetings in 
testimony of our two centuries old and ever young friend- 
ships like our two countries. 

Thank you. 

PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, the hospitality ex- 
tended to me has reflected in the warmth of the climate 
of this most remarkable island and the spirit of your 
kind words of welcome, and I am deeply grateful. 


I am very, very proud to be the first American Presi- 
dent in office to visit this part of the Caribbean, and I 
would like to express again my appreciation to you per- 
sonally for suggesting Martinique as the location of our 
first meeting. 


The United States and France, we all know, have been 
very, very close. We have been extremely close friends 
for over two centuries. From our American Revolution 
through the darkest days of World War II, our countries 
have stood together in moments of crisis. And, today, of 
fundamental importance to our countries and to the West, 
a strong Atlantic Alliance safeguards our security. 


As old friends and allies, Mr. President, we have much 
to talk about. On many, many points we shall agree; or. 
others we may differ. But it is of the greatest importance, 
in my judgment, that we will talk with full candor since 
we share the same ideals. A relationship of confidence is 
absolutely essential. It is only through such a relationship. 
Mr. President, that our common objectives can best be 
served and our differing views reconciled. 

As in the past, we jointly face, Mr. President, major 
challenges. This time the immediate danger is not war 
but the problems of peace: inflation, balance of payments 
deficits, energy shortages, and, for many throughout the 
world, shortages of food itself. These problems unfor- 
tunately accentuate the interdependence of nations and 
the need for communication and cooperation. 


At stake is the stability of every economy, the welfare 
of every nation. Unilateral measures, Mr. President, can 
no longer suffice in solving problems of such universal 
dimension. 

Mr. President, you recently described this situation very 
vividly when you said the world is unhappy. Indeed, the 
world is troubled. But if we are to transcend our difficulties 
and successfully meet our challenges, we, France and the 
United States, must cooperate. 

We face a major problem in the field of energy. In deal- 
ing with it on the basis of consumer solidarity, we seek 
constructive dialog, not confrontation. The United States 
is convinced that cooperation and solidarity among the 
consumer nations mark the surest way to reach under- 
standing with the producer nations which we all desire. 

I am also looking forward, Mr. President, to exchang- 
ing impressions on East-West relations and on our recent 
meetings with General Secretary Brezhnev. I am sure we 
will all agree that all of us in the West will benefit from 
close relationships as the policy of détente continues to 
develop. 

Our interdependence requires that we—together with 
our friends and our partners—join in concerted measures 
or responses to the dangers which confront us all. Let us 
continue our historic relationship with renewed spirit and 
redoubled effort, as good and responsible friends. 

Our common heritage gives me confidence that we will 
continue our joint endeavors for peace and stability in the 
world. Mr. President, it is with this objective that I look 
forward to our discussions tomorrow. I have every hope 
that our talks will strengthen the friendship between us, 
both in a bilateral sense and also as members of the alli- 
ance which Americans regard as the cornerstone of our 
foreign policy. 

Ladies and gentlemen, in the spirit of strengthening our 
historic ties, I ask all of you to stand and to raise your 
glasses in honor of the President of the French Republic 
and his lovely wife. 

NoTE: The exchange of toasts began at 9:51 p.m. at the Prefect’s 
Residence, Fort-de-France, Martinique, French West Indies. Presi- 


dent Giscard d’Estaing spoke in French, and his remarks were trans- 
lated by an interpreter. 


Meetings With President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing of France 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Ford 
and President Giscard d’Estaing at an Informal 
Dinner Hosted by President Ford. December 15, 1974 


PRESIDENT Forp. Mr. President, Madame Giscard 
d’Estaing, our distinguished guests: 

Let me say with great personal conviction and strong 
feelings, we have enjoyed being here in a part of France. 
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The warmth of the welcome of the people, the superb 
atmosphere created by the beauties of nature have made 
this trip a wonderful experience for all of us. 

Mr. President, the United States within a relatively few 
months is going to be celebrating our 200th anniversary. 
Whenever we think about that anniversary, we can’t help 
but feel the participation that France played in the 
achievement of our independence. July 4, 1976, will bring 
back many, many memories of the help and assistance that 
France gave to our country at a very difficult and con- 
troversial period in our early history in America. 

It is my understanding, Mr. President, that one of your 
ancestors, Admiral d’Estaing, did have an interest in and 
did help us at a period when we, the United States, were 
in our formative years. For that we thank you, and for all 
of the other great Frenchmen who were assisting America 
in our early days. 

It is my understanding, Mr. President, that France is 
making a very meaningful contribution to our 200th anni- 
versary with the “Sight and Sound” program that will be a 
highlight in Washington for the many, many thousands 
who will visit the Nation’s Capital. We thank you for this 
contribution and we are grateful for your feeling that 
France should participate in this way. 

If I might now turn to our own personal relationship, 
which I say without any hesitancy or qualification—it was 
a pleasure to meet you and to have the opportunity of 
broadening a relationship and developing a friendship. 
It seems to me this can be meaningful in our relations 
between France and the United States. But even more 
meaningful, on a far broader basis, I am grateful for 
your statesmanship; I am most appreciative for your 
views that we have exchanged here on this occasion in 
a part of France. 

And so, Mr. President, may I offer a toast to you and 
Madame Giscard d’Estaing and to the Republic of 
France. It is a pleasure and a privilege. 

PRESIDENT Giscarp p’Estainc. Mr. President, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

Mr. President, we have both come into office very re- 
cently, only a few months ago, and so—this is a source 
of deep satisfaction—we are both extremely young. In- 
deed, one can say it is a secret of youth, in fact, to be 
elected President. 

Now, we are, however, young Presidents of countries 
whose relations are very longstanding, indeed, as you 
yourself have just mentioned. And indeed, all you have 
to do is to look behind you at Fort-de-France—Fort-de- 
France, which has carried that name for three centuries, 
and two centuries ago, harbored the French fleet that 
sailed off the coast of the then young and new United 
States. 

I would add that the relations between France and 
the United States are not merely a matter of what you 
might call the picturesque site of history, or simply a 
matter of stories on the subject. No, it is something which 


reflects a deep and reciprocal mutual interest; it is some- 
thing which has been borne out in numerous circum- 
stances. For instance, when at the time of the First World 
War the United States came to the defense of France, the 
landing of the Americans on French territority was met 
with tremendous enthusiasm on the part of the French 
population. 

And so, when at the end of the Second World War, I, 
myself, was involved in the last stages of the war, the unit 
that I served in was a part of the First French Army 
which, itself, was under the Seventh United States Army. 

But the great problems of our times—even to those of 
us who, like ourselves, are deeply attached to tradition— 
the big problems of our time, I say, are in fact ahead of 
us and will call for considerable imagination and action. 
And that is why it was very important for me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to know whether these new problems and tasks 
could, in fact, be tackled with the very great country that 
you represent in a spirit of openness and mutual 
understanding. 

And so, it was important for me to establish this per- 
sonal contact with you, yourself, sir, and the distinguished 
persons accompanying you. And yesterday morning, when 
I was meeting you at the airport, it occurred to me that 
during these two days we were in fact going to, perhaps, 
take initiatives and perform actions which would lead to 
solutions which could well have a lasting effect not only 
on our own relations, but also, perhaps, on world affairs. 

The results of our talks will be embodied in a com- 
munique which will be issued at the end of tomorrow 
morning, and if I were to divulge right now what the 
results of our talks have been, this would deprive the 
members of our staff from the pleasures of the late evening 
and early morning during which they would engage in 
the arduous task of preparing the suitable form of words. 

But what I can say something about is the atmosphere 
of our talks, and what I would like to mention is their 
very cordial nature, the very simple way in which our 
talks have proceeded, the great frankness and the clarity 
of your positions, and the great competence with which 
you have led our discussions. 

Now, on international gatherings or occasions such as 
this, people tend to wonder, in fact, who won, who came 
out on top, who gave the concessions, who, in fact, was 
the victor. But at the very outset, you will recall that I 
said it was my hope that, in fact, there would be neither 
a matter of concessions nor victors in a case like this, but 
we should both emerge from these talks with the feeling 
that we had, in fact, achieved something useful, realistic, 
and worthwhile in furthering the solutions of the prob- 
lems that we are in fact discussing. 

And could I say very sincerely, Mr. President, how 
very much Madame Giscard d’Estaing and myself deeply 
regret the absence of Mrs. Ford. We had been looking 
forward very much to meeting her here on this occasion, 
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and I may say that some of the arrangements that had 
been made had been made precisely in anticipation of the 
pleasure of, for instance, having her with us today at 
lunch. 

Now, there is one great advantage of this situation, 
and that is that the rights of international affairs dictate 
that one cannot, twice running, invite the same head of 
state. That means, therefore, that despite the great pleas- 
ure that this would afford us, it would not be possible for 
us to invite you, sir, again so soon. But we could, of course, 
invite Mrs. Ford. And we would very much hope that 
she would accept, and that you would be kind enough 
to accompany her. 

Now, people in this world of ours very often ask them- 
selves all sorts of questions and, indeed, one of the things 
they often wonder about, apparently, is why statesmen, 
in fact, are statesmen and why they accept to sacrifice 
many aspects of their existence to the responsibilities of 
State. 

Now, as far as you are concerned—and I have seen this 
during our talks—and as far as I am concerned, the 
reason, perhaps, for which we do so is that we feel that 
we have, perhaps, a contribution to make in furthering 
the affairs of the world. 

Now, the fact that the responsibilities that we have to 
shoulder at this particular time in history are particularly 
heavy at the same time means that our contribution will 
be a significant contribution. 


Now, it is clear, however, that the affairs of mankind 
and the peace of the world do not depend solely on the 
action or the efforts of one country alone—however big 
that country may be—but will always depend on the com- 
bination, on the conjunction of the efforts of several. 
And I now know that it is quite clear that we will be able 
to work together. 

Mr. President, when the French Fleet left these waters 
two centuries ago for the North American Continent, 
there were doubtless, at the time of departure, great festiv- 
ities on board, and I can well imagine that my ancestor 
may well have offered a toast on that occasion which 
would probably have had something to do with the wishes 
that he would have expressed concerning the continent 
that they were about to discover and would have ex- 
pressed their hopes and their expectations. 

Now, this evening, today, the situation to some extent is 
the other way around in that it is we who are hosting you 
here in Martinique, but the French Martinique of two 
centuries ago and the French Martinique of today, Mr. 
President, are deeply proud of having here the visit today 
of the President of the United States. Our friend the 
President. 


NOTE: President Ford spoke at 9:38 p.m. at the Swimming Pool 
Terrace of the Meridien Hotel, Martinique, French West Indies. 

President Giscard d’Estaing spoke in French, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 





MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT 
VALERY GISCARD D’ESTAING OF FRANCE 


Communique Issued Following Meetings Between President Ford and 
President Giscard d’Estaing. December 16, 1974 


The President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford, and the Presi- 


dent of the French Republic, Valery Giscard d’Estaing, met in Martinique 
December 14—16, 1974, to discuss current issues of mutual concern. They 
were joined in their discussions by the Secretary of State and Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs Henry A. Kissinger and Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Jean Sauvagnargues, and by Secretary of the 
Treasury William Simon and Minister of Finance Jean-Pierre Fourcade. 
The Ministers also held complementary side talks. 

The meeting took place in an atmosphere of cordiality and mutual 
confidence. President Ford and President Giscard d’Estaing welcomed 
the opportunity to conduct detailed substantive discussions on the whole 
range of subjects of mutual concern. As traditional friends and allies, the 
two nations share common values and goals and the two Presidents ex- 
pressed their determination to cooperate on this basis in efforts to solve 
common problems. 

They reviewed the international situation in the economic, financial 
and monetary fields. 


Volume 10—Number 31 








1572 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1974 


The two Presidents agreed that the Governments of the United 
States and of the European Community, in the name of which the French 
President spoke on this subject, must adopt consistent economic policies 
in order to be effective in avoiding unemployment while fighting inflation. 
In particular, they agreed on the importance of avoiding measures of a 
protectionist nature. And they decided to take the initiative in calling 
additional intergovernmental meetings should they prove necessary for 
achievement of the desired consistency of basic economic policies among 
industrial nations. 

In the light of the rapid pace of change in international financial 
positions in the world today, the Presidents were in full agreement on the 
desirability of maintaining the momentum of consideration of closer 
financial cooperation both within the International Monetary Fund and 
through supplementary measures. As one specific measure to strengthen 
the existing financial framework, the Presidents agreed that it would be 
appropriate for any Government which wished to do so to adopt current 
market prices as the basis of valuation for its gold holdings. 

The two Presidents considered in depth the energy problem and its 
serious and disturbing effects on the world economy. They recognized 
the importance for the USA, the EEC and other industrialized nations 
of implementing policies for the conservation of energy, the development 
of existing and alternative sources of energy, and the setting up of new 
mechanisms of financial solidarity. They stressed the importance of soli- 
darity among oil importing nations on these issues. 

The two Presidents also exchanged views on the desirability of a 
dialogue between consumers and producers and in that connection dis- 
cussed the proposal of the President of the French Republic of October 24 
for a conference of oil exporting and importing countries. They agreed 
that it would be desirable to convene such a meeting at the earliest 
possible date. They regard it as important that all parties concerned 
should be better informed of their respective interests and concerns and 
that harmonious relations should be established among them in order to 
promote a healthy development of the world economy. 

The two Presidents noted that their views on these matters are 
cemplementary and, in this context, they agreed that the following inter- 
related steps should be taken in sequence: 

—They agreed that additional steps should be taken, within the 
framework of existing institutions and agreements to which they are a 
party, and in consultation with other interested consumers, to strengthen 
their cooperation. In particular, such cooperation should include pro- 
grams of energy conservation, for the development of existing and 
alternative sources of energy and for financial solidarity. 

—Based on substantial progress in the foregoing areas, the two 
Presidents agreed that it will be desirable to propose holding a preparatory 
meeting between consumers and producers to develop an agenda and 
procedures for a consumer/producer conference. The target date for 
such a preparatory meeting should be March 1975. 

—The preparatory discussions will be followed by intensive consul- 
tations among consumer countries in order to prepare positions for the 
conference. 
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The two Presidents agreed that the actions enumerated above will 
be carried out in the most expeditious manner possible and in full aware- 
ness of the common interest in meeting this critical situation shared by 
the United States and France and all other countries involved. 


President Ford and President Giscard d’Estaing reviewed current 
developments in East-West relations. They discussed their respective 
meetings with General Secretary Brezhnev, and Secretary Kissinger 
reported on his discussions with leaders of the People’s Republic of China. 
They exchanged views on developments in East-West negotiations, includ- 
ing the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe. They 
expressed their conviction that progress in easing tensions was being made. 

The two Presidents exchanged views on the present situation in the 
Middle East. They agreed on the importance of early progress toward a 
just and lasting peace in that area. 


President Giscard d’Estaing described current efforts by France and 
other members of the European Community to further the process of 
European unity. President Ford reaffirmed the continuing support of the 
United States for efforts to achieve European unity. 

The two Presidents discussed the situation in Indochina. They noted 
that progress in Laos toward reconciliation and reunification was 
encouraging. 

The two Presidents agreed on the need for all parties to support 
fully the Paris Peace Agreements on Vietnam. Regarding Cambodia, they 
expressed the hope that the contending parties would enter into negoti- 
ations in the near future rather than continuing the military struggle. 
They expressed the hope that following Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam 
might also find their political way towards civil peace. 

The two Presidents renewed the pledges of both Governments to 
continue close relations in the field of defense as members of the Atlantic 
Alliance. They agreed that the cooperation between France and NATO 
is a significant factor in the security of Europe. 

They noted with satisfaction that the positive steps in negotiations 
on SALT taken during the Soviet-American meeting at Vladivostok have 
reduced the threat of a nuclear arms race. The two Presidents explored 
how, as exporters of nuclear materials and technology, their two countries 
could coordinate their efforts to assure improved safeguards of nuclear 
materials. 

The President of France indicated that his Government was pre- 
pared to reach a financial settlement in connection with the relocation 
of American forces and bases committed to NATO from France to other 
countries in 1967. The French offer of $100 million in full settlement was 
formally accepted by President Ford. 


The two Presidents concluded that the personal contact and dis- 
cussion in this meeting had demonstrated accord on many questions and 
expressed their determination to maintain close contact for the purpose 
of broad cooperation in areas of common concern to the two countries. 


NoTE: The text of the communique was released at Martinique, French West Indies. 
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Meetings With President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing of France 


News Conference of Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger at the Conclusion of the 
Meetings Between President Ford and 
President Giscard d’Estaing. 

December 16, 1974 


Mr. Nessen. We have Dr. Kissinger now for his brief- 
ing, and as Mr. Beauchamps told you, this will be followed 
by the President of the Republic of France. 

Dr. Kissinger’s briefing is on the record, available for 
filming and taping. There will be no filing until after the 
briefing is completed. 

Dr. Kissinger. 

SECRETARY Kissincer. Ladies and gentlemen, we 
have distributed the communique which is substantially 
self-explanatory. Let me make a few preliminary points. 

First, as the President of the Republic said last night 
in his toast, both sides approached these discussions with 
the attitude not of who would get the maximum number 
of concessions from the other or who would be the victor 
in the negotiations, because we don’t think of each other 
as antagonists, but as allies. 

We looked at the outstanding problems, especially in 
the field of energy and economics, from the point of view 
of what was in the mutual benefit, the benefit of Europe 
and the United States, as well as the benefit of all the 
interested nations around the world. And, therefore, with 
respect to the energy issue, which was one of the prin- 
cipal problems which was, of course, discussed, I think we 
achieved the synthesis of the French and American posi- 
tions which took account of the American conviction that 
consumer cooperation was essential, and the French be- 
lief—which, as a matter of fact, the United States has 
always shared—that consumer cooperation must lead 
rapidly to consumer/producer dialog. 

I would like to add that in addition to the substance of 
the communique the conversations were conducted in an 
atmosphere of great cordiality and the relationship of con- 
fidence that has grown up between the two Presidents will 
help facilitate and guarantee the spirit of cooperation 
which we believe is one of the important results of this 
conference. 

Having attended many similar meetings between 
French and American leaders, I must say I found this 
atmosphere the most positive and the one between the 
two leaders, and one in which as far as the United States 
is concerned—the French President will undoubtedly 
speak for himself—we will continue in the exchanges that 
will be necessary to implement the various aspects of the 
communique as well as the cooperation that is foreseen 
in the communique. 

Now why don’t I take your questions. 


Q. Mr. Secretary, can you give us a rundown on the 
sequence of events that are going to happen in these 
conferences concerning the oil crisis? Which one takes 
place first, and what happens after that? 

SecRETARY Kissincer. As the communique says, the 
steps should be taken in sequence and the sequence is the 
one described in the communique, that is to say, there will 
first be an effort of some urgency to strengthen consumer 
cooperation in the field of conservation, of developing 
alternative sources of energy, and of setting up new 
mechanisms for financial solidarity. 

Based on progress among the consumers, this will then 
lead to a preparatory meeting between consumers and 
producers for which we set a target date for March 1975. 
Of course, it depends on the progress the consumers make 
among themselves, but the United States will cooperate 
in bringing about the preparatory conferences and ob- 
viously will not use delaying tactics. 

I think there is good will on all sides. We can make 
substantial progress among the consumers, and, given the 
urgency of the situation, in fact, we must make substantial 
progress among the consumers. 

After the completion of the preparatory discussions, 
we have foreseen intensive consultation among the con- 
sumers to develop commen positions and common atti- 
tudes toward the Consumer/Producer Substantive Con- 
ference. The preparatory meeting will deal with proce- 
dure, agenda, participants, and will not deal with 
substance. 

This is the sequence that the two Presidents have 
agreed upon, and again, I would like to say that the 
United States has not considered its views as incompatible 
with those of France. In fact, at the Washington Energy 
Conference, we proposed that the consumer cooperation 
should lead to consumer/producer dialog, and, therefore, 
we welcome the French initiative, and I think we can 
work cooperatively to achieve the common objective. 

Q. Will France participate in this consumer effort to 
strengthen solidarity? 

SEcRETARY KissINceR. It says existing institutions and 
agreements. There are a number of factors. France, of 
course, is not a member of the IEA [International Energy 
Agency] and we have not asked France to be a member 
of the IEA. It is my impression that France will work in 
parallel to the IEA in the same direction. 

For example, we have had occasion to point out that 
the French conservation program is going in the same 
direction as that of the IEA and in some respects goes 
beyond it. 

The institutions or the mechanisms for financial soli- 
darity we had proposed in my speech should be taken in 
the Group of Ten in which France is, of course, a mem- 
ber, and, therefore, there is no difficulty about French 


\ participation in those. 


With respect to alternative sources of energy, it may be 
that they are initially discussed in the IEA, but there is 
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also a role there for European institutions, so we are not 
concerned with the legal structure. 

It is our conviction that France will work parallel to 
our efforts and we will find the legal formula by which 
to implement. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, doesn’t that kind of informal 
arrangement give France the benefit of consumer orga- 
nization that has already taken place without having any 
of the responsibilities, for example, in oil sharing? 

SECRETARY KissinceEr. No, it is our view that we are 
concerned with the substance, and, therefore, how France 
participates under what legal form is not of decisive con- 
cern to us. 

As I pointed out, the financial institutions, for example, 
are not being done in the IEA to begin with. The con- 
servation measures, once they have been agreed upon, do 
not really require any international party to implement. 
They can be implemented on a national basis. 

I have the impression that we should stop talking about 
Franco-American relations in terms of confrontation and 
' who is taking advantage of whom, but rather in terms of 
practical cooperation in which the actions of the two 
parties will be more important than the legal form, and 
that is our attitude, and it is our impression that was the 
French attitude at this meeting. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, could you please tell us what prog- 

ress, if any, was made relative to your suggestion in Chi- 
cago of the $25 billion fund for the shoring up of those 
economies that need it in light of the oil shortage? 
_ Secretary Kissincer. We found the attitude of the 
French President very positive to this idea, and we have 
the impression that France will work with us in the Group 
of Ten to implement this idea. 

Q. How do you account for the French change? All of 
a sudden you have peace, and it is lovely. What caused 
this after 10 years? 

SEcRETARY Kissincer. I didn’t say there has been a 
French change. I described the results of this conference, 
and I can only say that both Presidents seem to me to be 
convinced of the urgent problems facing their countries 
and facing the industrialized countries and, indeed, fac- 
ing the whole world. 

And it was a discussion that was not conducted in 
slogans but in terms of the issues, and when you confront 
the issues, I think certain conclusions are, more or less, 
inevitable. 

I would also say that the manner in which both Presi- 
dents conducted the conversations, which was free of 
dogma on both sides—— 

Q. Free of what? 

Secretary Kissincer. D-o-g-m-a. It is a Latin word, 
not German—[laughier|—contributed to the result, but 
I don’t want to claim any changes. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, leaving aside the financial side in the 
Group of Ten, will the French participation in the con- 
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servation side be through the EEC [European Economic 
Community], that is to say, are you contemplating here 
that the EEC will become an elective member of the IEA? 

SECRETARY KissINGER. 1 his is one possibility. It is not 
for the United States to prescribe how Europe should 
organize its energy policy. The United States would cer- 
tainly have no objection and can see some advantages in a 
common energy policy on the part of Europe and this, in 
turn, of course, would permit the EEC to participate as a 
unit in the IEA. 

This is essentially up to the Europeans. 

Q. Do you think it will happen? 

SEcRETARY KissinceER. Let me make a point. Obvious- 
ly, the spirit of what has been agreed here in Martinique 
requires that France work in parallel on the same sub- 
stance as the other principal consumers, and we believe 
that this can be done. This is one device for doing it, but 
we are prepared to find other consultative devices. 

Q. Did you get any assurances from the President of 
France that they would be willing to do this at this 
meeting? 

SecreTARY KissincER. That they would be prepared 
to have a comrion European energy policy? 

Q. Or that EEC would join the IEA. 

SecrETARY’ Kissincer. We did not discuss the legal 
relationship of France to the IEA. We discussed the sub- 
stantive relationship of the measures that needed to be 
taken, and as we pointed out, it is our view, and I think 
it is the common view, that certain substantive steps have 
to be taken in order to make the consumer/producer 
dialog useful. And the United States, obviously, will know 
whether these steps have been taken. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, will the March conference be com- 
posed of nations outside the major oil producers and also 
major oil consumers? 

SecreTARY KissincEr. Let me make two points: The 
March date is a target date. It is not an absolutely fixed 
date, but we will work seriously to see whether it can be 
implemented. The original proposal was that it might be 
tripartite, that is, that some of the less developed con- 
suming countries might also participate. The United 
States is not opposed to this in principle, or to put it 
positively, the United States is prepared for this but the 
exact composition of either the preparatory or the final 
meeting has not yet been settled. This is one of the issues 
that has to be settled. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, can you give us further elaboration 
on the Mideast discussions? How much of the time was 
spent talking about the Middle East? 

Secretary Kisstncer. | think, in the Mideast discus- 
sion, the French point of view has been publicly stated, 
and there was a full exchange of the respective points of 
view. No conclusions were reached or announced. This 
was mostly in the form of bringing about a fuller compre- 
hension by each side of the views of the other. 
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Q. Mr. Secretary, could you point two things out: 


What the gold agreement means and also, what was our 


original request for compensation for the NATO bases? 

SecRETARY Kisstncer. What the gold agreement 
means is this: that there has been a fixed price for the 
valuation of gold which does not reflect the market price 
and it means that each country is free to adopt current 
market prices as the basis for evaluation and, therefore, 
show on its books a value of gold reserves which corre- 
sponds more nearly to the market price of gold which is 
about 31% to 4 times larger than the fixed price of gold 
and, therefore. reflects more accurately the capacity of 
the reserves of each country to pay for deficits. 

I frankly do not remember what the original figures 
were. I know the French figure that they first offered us 
was substantially below $100 million, and I am certain the 
figure we asked for was substantially above, and this 
seemed to us to represent a fair compromise, but I don’t 
remember what the figure was that we originally asked 
for. 

Q. What of the apparent French suspicions that the 
United States is trying to dominate the policies of the 
industrialized world and dictating its terms? 

SecreTARY Kissincer. I don’t want to comment about 
French suspicions that were not expressed at the meeting. 
At the meeting, we discussed how to deal with concrete 
issues, and we reached the results which I have described 
so that the suspicions that I occasionally read in the 
French press were not expressed by French officials, and 
I, therefore, don’t feel the need to comment on that. 

Q. On the goid question, does the agreement you have 
reached imply also the central banks are free now to buy 
and sell gold at the market price? 

SecreTArY Kissincer. I don’t want to get into tech- 
nical questions of gold purchases. What it means is that 
they can value their gold at the market price. 

Q. It does mean that? 

SECRETARY KissINcer. It goes no further than that. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, is it the American view that the 
United States will do this, or is it going to be a totally 
European proposition? 

Secretary Kissincer. The valuation? 

Q. Yes. 

SECRETARY Kissincer. That is up to each country. 

Q. I asked about the United States. Do you anticipate 
we will do it? 

SecRETARY Kissincer. I don’t have the impression that 
we will do it in the near future. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, is it the American view that a con- 
sumer/producer conference would have as a principal 
goal lower oil prices, and do the French share that view? 

Secretary Kissincer. I think everybody agrees that 
lower oil prices are highly desirable, and it is the Ameri- 


can view that oil prices should be stabilized at a lower 
level. 

I think we all agree that regardless of what happens to 
oil prices, the impact of the oil prices on the world econ- 
omy and the means that are necessary to assure the sta- 
bility of the economies of the industrialized nations, as well 
as a fair progress for the producer nations must be a sub- 
ject of a consumer/producer dialog, but the preparatory 
meeting is designed precisely to define the agenda as well 
as the procedures of such a dialog, so it isn’t possible to be 
conclusive about it at this moment. 

Q. How is this going to be proposed to a country, like 
Japan, consumer/producer country conference? 

SECRETARY KissINcER. Well, as you know, we have 
been in the closest contact with the Government of Japan, 
and I had extensive conversations with the then Foreign 
Minister Kimura, which have been reaffirmed by the 
new Japanese Government. And, of course, the French 
Foreign Minister had been in Japan at about the same 
time that we were there. 

So, it is my impression that what has been agreed 
upon here will have the support of the Government of 
Japan and reflect exactly the idea that the Government 
of Japan expressed to both of us. And it is also my view, 
based on conversations with the German Chancellor and 
with other major consuming nations in the NATO meet- 
ing in Brussels, that what was agreed to here will elicit a - 
wide consensus. 

Q. Dr. Kissinger, in elaboration on the Middle East 
question, does it appear that there was French acceptance 
of the United States idea of a step-by-step solution to the 
Arab-Israeli problem? ¥ 

Secretary Kissincer. I don’t want to speak for 
France, particularly since the President of the Republic 
is waiting to appear here. 

My impression is that there is no French disagreement 
with the step-by-step approach, but having a more 
Cartesian upbringing than we, France may perhaps feel 
it more necessary than we do to define the terminal point 
at the outset. I don’t think there is any French disagree- 
ment with the step-by-step approach if it can be achieved. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, it says in the communique that there 
has been accord on many questions. Could you point out 
the questions upon which there is disagreement? 

SecrETARY Kissincer. I am not leaving this meeting 
with a spirit that there has been substantial disagreement 
on any question. I think “many questions” refers to the 
fact that in a limited amount of time only particular issues 
could be discussed, and did not mean to imply that any 
issues that were discussed were left open to disagreement. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 


NoTE: Press Secretary Ronald H. Nessen introduced Secretary Kis- 


.singer at 11:45 p.m. at the Meridien Hotel, Martinique, French 


West Indies. 
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Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Roy L. Ash Upon Mr. Ash’s Resignation. 
December 17, 1974 


December 17, 1974 
Dear Roy: 

Although I have known for some time of your plans to 
return to private life, nevertheless it is with deepest regret 
that I have received your letter and accept your resigna- 
tion as Assistant to the President and Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, effective on a date to be 
determined. 


Throughout the past two years, you have served the 
Presidency and our Nation with high dedication and ex- 
ceptional ability. You have had the tremendous task of 
keeping the Federal budget within reasonable proportions 
while at the same time enabling our government to meet 
its responsibilities to the American people. No one knows 
better than you how difficult a challenge this has been and 
continues to be. 

With your assistance, however, I believe we have been 
able to shape effective, workable Federal budgets. I am 
particularly and personally grateful for your unhesitating 
support over the past four months and for your willing- 
ness to see through to completion our budget for 1976. 
I am confident it, too, will be responsive to the needs of 
our citizens and to their desire for fiscal restraint. 

Your leadership and sound judgment will be sorely 
missed but it is some consolation to know we can call on 
your expertise again when the occasion arises. In the mean- 
time, please know that Betty joins me in sending to Lila 
and you our warmest best wishes for every success and hap- 
piness in the future. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 
[The Honorable Roy L. Ash, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 





December 10, 1974 
Dear Mr. President: 


In just four months, you have gone a long way toward 
restoring the faith of the American people in their system 
of government and confidence in its executive leadership. 
As our great country nears the finish of its second century 
and begins the third with a need for renewed inspiration 
and strength, it is fitting that it do so under the exemplary 
leadership you provide. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to have been a part 
of the Administration you lead. As we discussed shortly 
after you took office, it has been my intention to serve two 


years in government, which time is now concluding. As a 
matter of fact, those two years are completed this very day. 
Thus, I am hereby submitting my formal resignation to 
take effect at your convenience. 

Mr. President, you will have my continued support. 
With it goes my personal admiration for you, Mrs. Ford 
and your wonderful family. 

Sincerely yours, 
Roy L. Asx 


Christmas, 1974 


Message of the President. December 17, 1974 


Mrs. Ford and I send our warmest holiday greetings to 
all our fellow citizens. We hope that each of you will share 
the traditional joys of this Holy season with your family 
and friends. And we pray that the Christmas spirit of gen- 
erosity and renewal will be with you throughout the com- 
ing year. 

We begin 1975 in the midst of many serious challenges. 
As we work to resolve them, let us be encouraged by 
counting the blessings we have gained from those who 
have met similar challenges in the past. Let us draw 
strength from our unity of purpose and hope from our past 
resourcefulness. And let us work together to ensure that 
the good which we have achieved will be strengthened and 
preserved for our children and future generations. 


GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: The text of the message was made available by the White 
House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House 
press release. 


Safe Drinking Water Act 


Statement by the President on Signing the Bill Into Law. 
December 17, 1974 


I am pleased to have signed the Safe Drinking Water 
Act (S. 433). Much effort has gone into the development 
of this legislation as much as for any enacted in this 
session of Congress. 

This Administration proposed a Safe Drinking Water 
Act, and several others were introduced by Members 
of Congress. All of these bills had the same objectives: to 
increase protection of the public’s health. Many com- 
promises had to be made before this bill reached my desk. 
Yet it is a strong bill, reflecting the combined efforts of 
the Congress and the Administration. 
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This legislation will enhance the safety of public drink- 
ing water supplies in this country through the establish- 
ment and enforcement of national drinking water 
standards. The Environmental Protection Agency has the 
primary responsibility for establishing our national stand- 
ards. The States have the primary responsibility of enforc- 
ing them and for otherwise ensuring the quality of 
drinking water. In some situations where States fail to 
enforce the standards, the Federal Government could. I 
believe this will seldom be necessary. During the exten- 
sive consideration of this legislation, spokesmen for the 
Administration opposed extensive Federal involvement in 
what has traditionally been State and local regulatory 
matters and unnecessary costs to the Federal Government. 
Even with the compromises that were made, I still have 
reservations about those two aspects of this bill, and I 


intend that it be administered so as to minimize both 
Federal involvement and costs. 

The bill enhances the ability of the Federal Govern- 
ment to conduct research into the health effects of con- 
taminants in drinking wz <r. Recent news stories have 
highlighted several potential drinking water problems that 
can only be resolved through research. I am pleased to 
say that we are already moving ahead on these problems. 

Nothing is more essential to the life of every singic 
American than clean air, pure food, and safe drinking 
water. There have been strong national programs to im- 
prove the quality of our air and the purity of our food. 
This bill will provide us with the protection we need for 
drinking water. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (S. 433) is Public Law 93-523, approved 
December 16, 1974. 





THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT OF PEACE 


The President’s Remarks Before Lighting the National Community 


Christmas Tree. 


December 17, 1974 


Thank you very, very much Secretary of Interior Rogers Morton, Mayor 
Washington, Mr. Hoffman, my fellow Michiganders from the University 
of Michigan Chorus, my fellow Americans: 

Obviously, I am very delighted to participate in this celebration 
tonight, to light and to share with you the Nation’s Christmas tree. 

As a former National Park Service ranger a good many years ago, I 
have been and am concermed with conservation. I am pleased to know, of 
course, that this tree has a heritage from Colorado but was transplanted 
here fromthe great State of Pennsylvania. But this tree will be the Na- 
tional Community Christmas Tree and will be so for many, many years 


to come. 


As a President vitally concerned with the saving of energy, I also 
want you to know that the electricity consumed, as the Secretary of In- 
terior has said, is a considerable reduction of what has been used in years 
past. And that is the way it should be, and that is the way that it must be. 

The glow of Christmas, however, should come from a power source 
which we will never run short of, our abiding faith and our love of God. 

The true spirit of this season can best be seen in our faces. The chil- 
dren here tonight, like millions of children around the world, reflect the 
wonder and the excitement of anticipation. Those of us who are older 
look forward to the warmth of reunions with families and with friends. 

Traditions, treasured memories, shared hopes—these are the ties 
that bind families together and nations together. The tree before us is a 
part of our national tradition, and, as such, it has seen both triumphs 


and tragedies. 


Christmas and the New Year have always been a time to reflect on 
the past and then look ahead to the future. I firmly believe that 1975 will 
be a brighter year for all America, but it must also be a brighter year for 
the world around us, the entire globe, if we as a nation are to prosper. 
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And so I would like to share with you my personal list of Christmas 
wishes. At the top of my list are peace, economic well-being for all, and a 
caring climate that will permit everyone to achieve the fullest potential of 
their human gifts. And I wish this Nation a strong future out of a very 
proud past. And I wish every one of us the realization of love and 
belonging. 

Billions of words over the years have been written, have been sung, 
have been spoken about the true meaning of Christmas. None have ever 
said it more eloquently than: “On earth, peace—good will toward men.” 
And that is my final Christmas wish for all of us. 

Thank you very kindly. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. just before lighting the National Community 
Christmas Tree on the Ellipse with the help of Girl Scout Camille Deppe and Boy 
Scout James Williams. In his opening remarks, the President referred to Edwin K. 
Hoffman, vice-chairman, 1974 Christmas Pageant of Peace Honorary Committee. 


The President’s remarks were broadcast live on radio and television. 





Veto of Willow Creek, Oregon, Flood 
Control Project Bill 


The President’s Message to the Senate Returning S. 3537 
Without His Approval. Dated December 17, 1974. 
Released December 18, 1974 


To the United States Senate: 

I have withheld my approval from S. 3537, “To modify 
section 204 of the Flood Control Act of 1965.” 

This bill would authorize a revised Willow Creek Proj- 
ect in Oregon and provide for advance payment of the 
Federal share of the cost to relocate the water system of 
the nearby town of Heppner. 

The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Ad- 
ministration, opposed this bill in committee on the grounds 
that it raised unresolved issues relative to the general prin- 
ciples and standards governing the evaluation of water 
resources projects. 

These departures include: 

—Re-evaluation of the project by using questionable 

methods for calculating benefits. 

—Coupled with these methods of computing benefits, 
retention of an interest rate of 314 percent provided 
for in the original 1965 project authorization, com- 
pared to the present rate of 57 percent now being 
used, 

—Authorization for advance payment of the Federal 
share of the costs to relocate the town’s water system, 
as compared to the standard approach—to await 
the actual beginning of construction of a project. 

While I fully understand the desire of the town of 
Heppner to obtain Federal assistance in financing its water 
system, I cannot, in good conscience, accept the depar- 
tures which S. 3537 would make from the established 


principles and standards that are employed in the evalua- 
tion of other water resources projects. 

In my judgment, the Willow Creek Project should be 
considered for construction on the basis of current evalua- 
tion principles and standards. Any other course would be 
indefensible at a time when the Congress is being asked to 
defer funding for numerous other water resources projects. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
December 17, 1974. 


Secretary of Transportation 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Claude S. Brinegar Upon Mr. Brinegar’s 
Resignation. December 18, 1974 


December 18, 1974 
Dear Claude: 

I have your letter of December 17, and it is with deep 
gratitude for your dedicated service to our Nation that I 
accept your resignation as Secretary of Transportation, 
effective February 1, 1975, as you requested. 

In doing so, I want you to know of my personal appre- 
ciation for the many improvements in the Nation’s trans- 
portation system that have occurred in your tenure as 
Secretary. The Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 
and the National Mass Transportation Act of 1974 are 
but two of many legislative achievements of truly historical 
significance. Under your capable leadership, we have for 
the first time since the creation of the Department artic- 
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ulated a National Transportation Policy, and I particu- 
larly want to commend you for this important 
achievement. 

As you now return to the private sector, I am confident 
you will continue your interest in government. It is only 
through the willingness of people such as you to serve that 
our system can receive its needed breadth of views and 
talents. 

Betty joins me in extending to you and to your family 
our warmest good wishes for continued success and hap- 
piness in the years ahead. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 


[The Honorable Claude S. Brinegar, Secretary of Transportation, 
Washington, D.C. 20590] 





December 17, 1974 
My dear Mr. President: 

I would appreciate it if you would accept my resigna- 
tion as Secretary of Transportation, effective February 1, 
1975. In the interest of a smooth transition, I would be 
willing to serve for a brief time longer if my successor is 
not confirmed by that date. 

My two years as the third Secretary of Transportation 
have been exciting, educational, and, at times, hectic. I 
believe that, on balance, I have made progress in a number 
of ways toward improving the Nation’s transportation 
system, although I well recognize that it’s a job that will 
never be finished. But now it is necessary for me to return 
to the private sector. 

I would like to add that I have especially enjoyed serv- 
ing under you. Please accept my very best wishes for good 
health and continued success. 

Respectfully, 
Craupe S. BRINEGAR 


[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500] 


Deputy Assistant to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Richard B. Cheney. 
December 18, 1974 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Richard B. Cheney as Deputy Assistant to the President. 
Since September 30, Mr. Cheney has served as a con- 
sultant to Donald Rumsfeld in his capacity as Assistant to 
the President. Prior to joining the White House Staff, he 
was a partner in Bradley Woods and Co., an investment 
advisory firm in Washington and New York. 

Mr. Cheney was born on January 30, 1941, in Lincoln, 
Nebr. He received his B.A. and M.A. degrees from the 
University of Wyoming and did additional graduate work 
in political science at the University of Wisconsin. He has 


served previously on the staff of Gov. Warren Knowles of 
Wisconsin, and with Congressman William Steiger (R- 
Wis.) as a Congressional Fellow, American Political Sci- 
ence Association. 

During 1969 and 1970, Mr. Cheney was Executive 
Assistant to the Director of the Office of Economic Op- 
portunity. In 1971, he served on the White House Staff 
as Deputy to Presidential Counsellor Donald Rumsfeld. 
From September 1971 until February 1973, Mr. Cheney 
was Assistant Director of the Cost of Living Council for 
Operations and was responsible for directing the com- 
pliance and enforcement efforts during Phase II of the 
economic stabilization program. 

He is married to the former Lynne Vincent. They have 
two children and reside in Bethesda, Md. 


Associate Counsel to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Kenneth A. Lazarus. 
December 18, 1974 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Kenneth A. Lazarus as Associate Counsel to the President. 
Mr. Lazarus will be associated with Philip W. Buchen, 
Phillip E. Areeda, and William E. Casselman II, in the 
White House legal office. 

Prior to his appointment, Mr. Lazarus had served as 
minority counsel to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
and earlier was a trial attorney with the Tax Division of 
the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Lazarus was born on December 10, 1942, and re- 
ceived his B.A. degree from the University of Dayton in 
1964. He was awarded a J.D. degree from the law school 
of the University of Notre Dame in 1967 and was ad- 
mitted to the New Jersey bar in the same year. In 1971, 
he received a master of laws degree from the George 
Washington University Law School. 

He is married to the former Marylyn Flemming of Day- 
ton, Ohio, and they have three children. They reside in 
Vienna, Va. 


Special Assistant to the President 
for Women 


Announcement of Appointment of 
Patricia Sullivan Lindh. December 18, 1974 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Patricia Sullivan Lindh, of Baton Rouge, La., as Special 
Assistant to the President for Women. Since June of 1974 


‘she has been Special Assistant to Counsellor Anne L. 


Armstrong for Women’s Programs. 
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Mrs. Lindh was one of the founders of Women in 
Politics which is now affiliated with the Louisiana Na- 
tional Women’s Political Caucus. She has previously 
served as first vice president. She is currently a member 
of the board of the organization. She served as Republican 
National Committeewoman for the State of Louisiana and 
resigned this position in order to devote full time to her 
White House duties. She was a delegate and member of 
the platform committee of the Republican Nationa! Con- 
vention in 1972. She was a member of the Horizons Com- 
mittee of the Baton Rouge Bicentennial Commission. 

While living abroad from 1955 to 1965, she was editor 
of the Singapore American Newspaper; founding presi- 
dent of the International Women’s Club in Kuwait; mem- 
ber of the board of the American Association of Singapore 
and the Women’s Club in Karachi, Pakistan. 

Mrs. Lindh was raised in Cleveland, Ohio, and Chi- 
cago, Ill. She received her B.A. degree from Trinity Col- 
lege. Mrs. Lindh and her husband, Robert, have three 
children. They reside in McLean, Va. 


Deputy Assistant to the President 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and Tom C. 
Korologos Upon Mr. Korologos’ Resignation. 
December 18, 1974 


December 18, 1974 
Dear Tom: 


It is not only with the deepest regret but also with a 
personal sense of loss that I accept your resignation as 
Deputy Assistant to the President, effective December 31, 
1974, as you requested. 

For more than three years, you have served as the 
President’s representative in the Senate with brilliance, 
loyalty and the kind of political acumen that is the hall- 
mark of the true Washington professional. 1 know from 
my own long experience in the Congress that your under- 
standing of the complexities of our legislative system and 
your ability to work with and within that system is un- 
surpassed. On numerous occasions in recent months I 
have greatly valued your sound counsel and assistance 
on the difficult legislative issues which have come before 
us. You have given me your full, unhesitating support 
throughout the period of transition. For this and for your 
many, many contributions to my Administration and to 
our Nation you have my unqualified admiration and 
heartfelt gratitude. 

I deeply appreciate your kind comments and expression 
of confidence as you prepare to depart the White House 
staff. I know that in the months and years ahead you 
too will be devoting your skills and energies to the future 
strength and prosperity of our nation. 


Betty joins me in extending to your family and to you 
our very best wishes for every future success and happiness. 
Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 


[Mr. Tom C. Korologos, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 





December 12, 1974 
Dear Mr. President: 

After almost four years in the Congressional Relations 
office in the White House, personal considerations require 
that I submit my resignation as your Deputy Assistant 
for Legislative Affairs effective December 31, 1974. 

I will always be grateful for your asking me to continue 
in my position the same day you were sworn in as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

To serve as the President’s representative in the Senate 
has been an incomparable experience which I shall always 
cherish; likewise, it has been a distinct privilege to serve 
on your White House staff. I shall remember fondly our 
personal relationship through the years when you were 
Minority Leader, Vice President and now as President. 
I also thank you for your many kindnesses, professionally 
and personally to me and my family. 

I regret that I will not be able to share the many 
accomplishments that are ahead for you both domesti- 
cally and internationally. I leave the White House, how- 
ever, with the fullest confidence that you will achieve the 
goals you have set for our Nation. And, in your efforts, 
I wish you every success. 

Warm best wishes to you and the First Lady. 

Sincerely, 
Tom C. Koro.ocos 
Deputy Assistant to the President 


[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 


Special Assistant to the President 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
W. Eugene Ainsworth, Jr., Upon Mr. Ainsworth’s 
Resignation. December 18, 1974 


December 18, 1974 
Dear Gene: 

I have your letter of December 9, and your resignation 
as Special Assistant to the President, effective as you 
requested December 31, 1974, is accepted with deepest 
regret. While I fully understand the personal and profes- 
sional considerations which led to your decision, | want 
you to know that your superb services in the White House 
Office of Legislative Affairs will be greatly missed. 

As an able, dedicated member of our Congressional 
liaison staff, no one better appreciates than you the vital 
importance of sound, effective working relationships be- 
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tween the White House and the Congress. Time and again, 
in fulfilling the special trust and responsibilities of your 
position, you have demonstrated that major legislative 
successes can be achieved even under the most difficult 
circumstances. This has been due in very large measure 
not only to your thorough understanding of governmental 
processes, but also to your exceptional ability to work 
within these processes and do so with utmost integrity and 
commitment to the greatest good for the American people. 
You have earned their thanks, the respect and friendship 
of your colleagues on both sides of the political fence, and 
my own lasting admiration and gratitude. 

Now, as you prepare to depart, I am confident the same 
outstanding skills you brought to the White House will 
serve you well in your new career in the private sector. 
Certainly, vou have my warmest good wishes for all of 
life’s blessings in the years ahead. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Forp 


[The Honorable W. Eugene Ainsworth, Jr., The White House, 
Washington, D.C.] 





December 9, 1974 
Dear Mr. President: 

Because of very pressing personal and professional 
demands which no longer can be postponed, I have regret- 
fully concluded that I must submit my resignation ‘as 
Special Assistant to the President effective December 31, 
1974. 

To represent the President with Members of the United 
States House of Representatives is a unique responsibility 
and a special trust. I have had the good fortune to serve 
you in this capacity as you seek the objectives of domestic 
prosperity and a lasting world peace. I will always be 
grateful for your confidence and many acts of personal 
kindness. 

Your special relationship with the Congress will be vital 
to the Nation in the years ahead and I assure you of my 
continuing support in your efforts to develop the programs 
necessary for the good of our Nation. It has been an honor 
to serve you and your Administration. 

Sincerely yours, 
W. Eucene Arnsworth, Jr. 


[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 


White House Staff Organization 


News Conference of Donald H. Rumsfeld, 
Assistant to the President. December 18, 1974 


Mr. Nesszn. The briefing this afternoon is by Donald 
Rumsfeld on the White House organization. You have all 
the printed material and probably have had a chance to 


read it. This is available for filming and taping, but there 
should be no filing until Don has concluded his briefing. 

Mr. RumsFELp. A little over 2 months ago, I met with 
this distinguished group and we talked about the White 
House Staff a bit, and there were a number of questions 
about what might happen, and I allowed as how we would 
have to see how things evolved. 

A great deal has evolved in the intervening weeks. To- 
day, what I would like to do is comment on what exists 
and/or what will exist within the next month or so. 

I would like to make a couple of cautionary remarks. 
What this amounts to is sort of a snapshot of where we are. 
It will continue to evolve in the coming months as the 
President moves through his term of office. It is not a static 
situation. But because there was such an interest in the 
White House, it struck me that it would be useful to come 
back and visit a bit about it. I will be happy to respond to 
questions after I have made several comments. 

As I have indicated, what I will be talking about has 
evolved since August 9. The President feels that his ap- 
proach and working style is reflected in this organization. 
Hopefully, it will help to implement his concept of lead- 
ership and management of the executive branch of the 
Government. 

It is designed, really, with several objectives in mind, 
as we have indicated in the statement. First, to provide 
Cabinet officers and agency heads and Members of Con- 
gress and senior staff members with an opportunity to deal 
with the President as is necessary; to try to limit the func- 
tions performed in the White House to those functions 
that necessarily must be performed within the White 
House and to rely wherever possible on Cabinet heads and 
agency heads for those functions that they can best per- 
form; to try to achieve a more clearly defined White House 
organization—although I must say it is very difficult to put 
a set of very complex relationships down on a piece of 
paper. 

So, if the briefing today, and the pieces of paper that 
have been handed out, are taken as an effort to communi- 
cate and develop a better understanding of how it works, 
I think that is much better than trying to dot every “i” 
and cross every “t” and analyze each little thing. That 
is probably not useful. 

It also is designed—our efforts have been designed to 
try to assure high ethical standards and behavior and also 
to see that the White House, itself, is an effective work- 
ing part of the Government and does not get separated— 
either the individuals or the institutions—from either the 
rest of the executive branch or the Congress or the country. 

If you will first let me just mention the things that have 
been handed out. 

There is a general statement. There is an organization 
chart which, as I say, is probably imperfect in terms of the 
complex multiplicity of relationships that exist in an or- 
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ganization such as this.’ There is a fact sheet that tries to 
set forth the principal functions of each of the major 
offices. There is a list of the individuals who will be com- 
missioned as White House Staff members. 

There is a brief layout of the floor space in the West 
Wing of the White House, the first floor and the second 
floor. The only reason that is being passed out is because 
there have been so many stories written about the subject 
that have not been completely correct that it struck me 
that it might be useful for everyone to be working off the 
same piece of paper. 

And also, by popular demand, we are releasing the 
White House telephone book. This is something that has 
been a source of a good deal of discussion in this room, I 
am told, over a period of time. Again, the telephone book 
is probably accurate today. I cannot swear to that, but I 
think it is probably accurate today. It will probably be 
inaccurate tomorrow. 

I think you will find the people that you call on the 
numbers indicated will be exactly the same people you 
would get through the White House central number, but 
since there was such a desire and appetite for the telephone 
book, we provided it. 

Looking at the organization chart, I think it is prob- 
ably useful just to go down through it very briefly. 

There have been a number of articles about no floaters 
or something. Just to correct that misunderstanding, if 
you look at the box on the left underneath the President, 
you will see Cabinet-rank advisers. There are four in- 
dividuals and there certainly will be others who will fill 
this role, but for the sake of a chart, those individuals 
obviously will consult with the President on a broad 
range of subjects that may or may not have anything 
whatsoever to do with the specific responsibilities that 
those individuals happen to be performing, as you will 
see as we get further down the chart. 

So, there is that separate responsibility that those four 
individuals do have. The coordination function the 
President described when I was asked to assume these 
responsibilities. 

Moving on down the chart, you will notice that there 
is the very necessary management and budget function. 
There is the Economic Policy Board function. There is 
the Domestic Council function, the National Security 
Council function, the normal function of the White 
House operations and the pieces that fit in that adminis- 
trative area. 

The Counsellor to the President, John Marsh, as you 
will see, has general organizational and supervisory 
responsibility for two very important areas: the Office 
of Congressional Relations, where Max Friedersdorf as 
a full Assistant to the President, of course, will be dealing 
with Congressional relations, and Mr. Bill Baroody, also 


‘The statement appears on page 1591 of this issue. The organi- 
zation chart is on pages 1588-1589. 


an Assistant to the President, dealing with public liaison. 
The Office of the Press Secretary you know more about 
than I do. 

The Office of Counsellor Robert Hartmann includes 
not just the Editorial Office but also an Executive Assist- 
ant to the Counsellor who has not been announced, and 
that area will involve substantial responsibilities with 
respect to political advice and counsel. The final box you 
will see is the Office of the Counsel. 

There are, of course, other staff members who will be 
working directly with the President. They include the 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs, Max 
Friedersdorf; the Assistant to the President for Public 
Liaison, Bill Baroody; as well as the Special Assistant 
to the President for Minority Affairs, the Special Assist- 
ants for Human Resources, for Hispanic Affairs, for Con- 
sumer Affairs, and for Women, among others. 

Fourth, I would mention this concept of the deputy. 
We felt that it would be desirable if the principal people 
on the staff did in fact have a deputy in every sense. 
That is to say, an individual who was personally used 
to working with the President, and with whom the Presi- 
dent was used to working. An individual who, when a 
meeting was called, in the event the principal in that 
office was not available to be there could fill in so that 
the work of the Government could go on. 

It is working; it has beer working now for better than 
a month. I think it is a healthy thing. I personally have 
never subscribed to the idea that people ought to feel 
indispensable or be seen by others as being indispensable. 
I doubt that this is achievable, but, hopefully, some of 
the people who work in this building will be able to avoid 
separating themselves from their families and their 
neighbors and lead something approximating a somewhat 
reasonably normal life, because it seems to me it is healthier 
for them to be able to do so. 

We have also addressed the question of the titles of the 
people working in the White House. This is not a major 
matter, but the President felt that it would be desirable 
to have individuals have titles that reasonably reflected, 
in fact, what they were doing, rather than titles that were 
general and applied to most everybody. So, you will notice 
some of the titles have been changed. 

The White House Staff is being reduced by approxi- 
mately 10 percent in size. Most of that has already been 
accomplished. The remainder will be accomplished in the 
coming few weeks. The support services, obviously, will 
be reduced as appropriate to reflect the staff size. 

Q. What were the numbers involved in support figures 
for the last Administration? 

Mr. RumsFeEtp. What ! would like to do is to make 
sure when we talk about numbers that we all don’t get 
confused. There is a certain set of numbers that can be put 
out which includes detailees, others that do not include 
the detailees, some that include consultants, some that 
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do not include consultants, some that include the various 
parts of the Executive Office of the President that have 
separate statutory authorization and get separate budgets 
from the Congress. 

The figure that I am using is a figure, if I am not 
mistaken, that was 540 on August 1, and will be down 
in the neighborhood of slightly under 500 within a month 
or so. 

Let me just continue a second here. 

Q. What figures are these of the choices you just gave 
us? Do these include the detailees? 

Mr. RumsrFeELp. They include detailees and consult- 
ants. My recollection is it does include detailees, and it 
does include consultants. 

Q. It does not include the OMB? 

Mr. RumsFeE Lp. Not the OMB and not the National 
Security Council which are separate statutory organiza- 
tions. 

Q. It does not include NSC. It does not include NSC 
staff. 

Mr. RuMSFELD. It includes a few NSC staff, the ones 
on the White House payroll as opposed to NSC payroll. 
We can give you the specifics. 

It does include consultants and detailees. That figure 
is what I described. It does include detailees. It does in- 
clude consultants. It does not include those organizations 
in the Executive Office of the President that have a 
separate statutory appropriation. 

Q. What is a detailee? 

Mr. RumsFeE.p. A person who is on the rolls of a 
department or agency elsewhere in Government and was 
brought into the White House for the purpose of working 
in the White House. 

And as I recall the rule now is that we should not have 
detailees here for more than 6 months. That is to say, if a 
person is really going to be working in the White House 
he ought to be put on the White House rolls, otherwise he 
ought to be put back to the place from which he was 
detailed. 

As you will recall, the numbers in the White House are 
difficult because over the years at various times there have 
been a substantial number of people who have been ac- 
tually on another agency’s rolls but were brought in for 
the purpose of working in the White House. 

We are trying to reduce down the number of individuals 
who are, so to speak, detailed into the White House. There 
always will be some. 

For example, if a new function begins in the White 
House, you do not have an authorization or an appropria- 
tion or the people, you frequently detail from other de- 
partments and agencies where they have competence in 
that particular area, bring them in, get the thing started, 
and then go up to the Hill for an appropriation for that 
function. 


For example, that is the way the Wage-Price Council 
has begun its work—Al Rees’ operation—using detailees. 

There are one or two areas where you leave detailees. 
For example, the President’s Advisory Board on Foreign 
Intelligence I believe has two permanent detailees, because 
they are permanent employees of the Department of State. 

Well, in any event, what we have indicated here in the 
organization chart and in the principal functions is an 
effort to have what the President wanted, and that is to 
say to assure that there are multiple sources of information 
for the President, to assure that he is in a position to deal 
with Cabinet officers and agency heads and the Congress, 
as well as the White House Staff, to assure that while even 
though information to the President comes up from multi- 
ple sources, that nonetheless the Presidential decision- 
making process will be orderly. 

And I think, in fact, that the President has put his 
house in order, from an organizational standpoint. And 
as I have indicated, much of what has been presented 
here has, in fact, already been put in place. 

I will be happy to respond to questions. 

Q. Can you tell us whose authority has been enhanced 
and whose authority has been diminished under this 
arrangement? 

Mr. RumsFELp. Yes, the President’s authority is 
enhanced. 

Q. Don, can I ask how this differs from past White 
House organization as you know it, and how much you 
‘borrowed from the recent past in making this new 
organization? 

Mr. RuMSFELpD. It seems to me, number one, on the 
first question that what we have here is not something 
that raises or lowers somebody at somebody else’s ex- 
pense. What we have here is an organizational arrange- 
ment that the President feels he will be comfortable with 
and feels will provide an orderly Presidential decision- 
making process and one that will work. 

As far as comparing it with the past, it seems to me, 
Peter, that that is difficult to do. First of all, I am not an 
expert on each of the previous Administrations. The first 
thing you would have to say is that the principal things 
that the White House does are not terribly different in 
this organization chart, although I do not know that other 
organization charts have been put out, but obviously 
there has to be the budget function, the domestic function, 
the economic function, and the national security function. 

The budget is obvious. The last three have as their role 
attempting to bring in and harmonize and make more 
coherent the material and information and proposals that 
are coming in from Cabinet departments that are dealing 
with subjects in compartments that the real world does 
not have them in. That is to say, the real world is not 
neatly compartmentalized the way our Government struc- 
ture is. Obviously, you have always had a Press Secretary 
function. 
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I would mention these things. It seems to me the 
things that are different—number one, the President 1s 
different. This is an individual who arrived here with a 
background and set of experiences and approach that is 
distinctive to him. 

A number of the people are different that are involved 
in this organization. The reporting relationships, it strikes 
me, are somewhat different. But most of all, it is a matter 
of emphasis. It is a matter of his philosophy—of how he 
wants to operate—his decision that he wants as much as 
possible done through the departments and agencies, the 
principal statutory agencies and departments. 

I think it also reflects his desire to assure himself that 
he, in fact, is receiving information from more than one 
or two or three or four sources, and so you see an organiza- 
tion that enables that. 

Let’s be honest. This has been in place, portions of it, 
for a month and one half, portions for a month, portions 
for a week, and the remainder in the next week or so. As 
I say; it will change and evolve as we go along. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, I see your name in more boxes than 
anybody else’s. Does this mean that you are the chief 
aide, that you are the first among equals? 

Mr. RumsFELp. No, it means exactly what the Presi- 
dent said when I was announced, that he wanted me to be 
in charge of the administrative part and he also wanted 
me to serve in a coordinating responsibility to the extent 
that he doesn’t. He does a good deal of the coordinating 
himself. That which he does not do, that needs to be 
done, that does not take care of itself, I assist with. But 
I think the announcement of my position is the most 
accurate reflection of what the President intends. It also 
happens that he asked me to be in the Cabinet, so I am in 
the other box. 

Q. Could I follow up on that? You are familiar with 
the operation of the Nixon White House. 

Mr. RuMSFELD. Not from this vantage point, but cer- 
tainly familiar with it. 

.Q. Well, no. Do you think you have more authority 
now in the Ford White House than Mr. Haldeman had 
in the Nixon White House, or less? 

Mr. RuMsFELcp. As I have answered, Peter, I am not 
in a position to start making judgments as between dif- 
ferent—I think, probably each White House during a 
given Administration evolved and changed during the 
course of that Administration. I think the important 
point here is that this is an organizational arrangement 
that the President wants, that he desires to have, that puts 
him in a position to conduct the business of government in 
the way that he wishes. I think that there is a little bit 
of tendency in this town to kind of overplay White House 
assistants as great powerful people and all this business, 
and maybe that is not quite the way it is. 

It seems so to me what is important is the quality of 
the advice or the quality of the work that ultimately tells. 


Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, I am wondering, in your announce- 
ment here you say that this organization should do all of 
these things. Number four says, ““To assure a high ethical 
standard and behavior by his staff.” What, in this orga- 
nization, assures that? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I think the lead paragraph before 
the colon says that the President had these objectives in 
mind and his hope was that by—we have done several 
things: One, he feels that by having people organiza- 
tionally responsible to somebody who is dealing directly 
with him on a regular basis that his views and his concerns 
and his hopes and aspirations for the White House and 
for the country will be reflected down through their 
respective organizations and each of these individuals 
does have a management-leadership responsibility with 
respect to the people under him. 

Secondly, we have, in fact, communicated extensively 
with people in the White House as to what the ethical 
requirements are. We have communicated with them 
directly on paper. We are in the process of communicating 
with them in various meetings so that there is an under- 
standing of what the President desires in that area. 

Obviously, an organization chart does not insure any- 
thing. All it does is try to portray a set of relationships, 
but this is something that has been on his mind and some- 
thing that we feel we made some progress on. 

Q. What are the requirements you mentioned, Mr. 
Rumsfeld, in that sentence “everyone has been told what 
their requirements are.” What are the requirements? 
What are those things? 

Mr. RumsFELp. There is a package of materials about 
laws and everything else, and Ron Nessen can make it 
available to you. We will be happy to give it to you. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, what about the role of the Vice 
President? He is on your chart here but you have not said 
a word about him. 

Mr. RuMSFELD. You are correct, I have not. It is due, 
really, to two principal things. One is that the Vice Presi- 
dent, I think correctly, felt that prior to the time he was 
confirmed his efforts should be aimed toward getting 
confirmed, and he has been not doing things that would 
lead people to believe that he was presuming his con- 
firmation as an accomplished fact. 

For that reason, he has not been deeply involved in that 
question with the President or with the White House Staff. 

The President does have ideas. The President will be 
meeting with the Vice President later this week after he 
is sworn in. 

The second principal reason is it seems to me that is 
something for the President and the Vice President and 
I am not in a position to get into it. 

Q. Can’t you give us some idea of what his role is 
going to be? 

Mr. RuMSFELpD. No, I cannot. 

Q. Well, two questions about that. 
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Mr. RumsFE.p. The President has thoughts. He will 
be meeting with the Vice President, and it seems to me 
that is something for them to discuss and not something 
for a member of the White House Staff to inject himself 
into. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, why would Robert Hartmann move 
to a new office? 

Mr. RumsFELp. The answer is, I think, fairly simple. 
The President decided he would like to have an office next 
to his office, which happened to be the one Bob was in, 
where he could have it as a study and a more relaxed 
environment than the Oval Office. If people are trying 
to read things into that, don’t. 

Q. What happened to the other little office in between 
there? Who is occupying that? 

Mr. RuMsFELp. The little tiny one? 

Q. Yes. 

Mr. RumMSFELD. It is still there. In other words, there 
is a very little, small office right between the Oval Office 
and Mr. Hartmann’s. 

Q. Would you then call it a hideaway office, a second 
office? 

Mr. RumsFELD. Helen, I don’t use adjectives like 
that. I would call it exactly what I called it, namely, a 
place where the President 

Q. Is it a second office in the White House for the 
President? 

Mr. RUMSFELD. where the President can have 
an office that is a bit less formal than the Oval Office. 

Q. Don, two questions now about the Vice President, 
two related questions. One, Ken Cole, of course, has re- 
signed and the organizational chart, the various papers 
here, show that position vacant. Is that position being 
kept vacant in order that the person selected for it will 
be a person acceptable to and a person who can work 
with the Vice President? 

Mr. RumsFELp. Before I answer it, just to explain 
the telephone book and the chart in some cases, they put 
down the names of the individuals who are presently in 
them. In some cases, just for better understanding, they 
have left it blank, in the instances where the individual 
has already announced his resignation. 











Now, in answer to the question 

Q. What is the question? 

Mr. RuMsFELp. The question was, is there some rea- 
son for not filling the Domestic Council, that is to say, not 
announcing a person to succeed Ken Cole by this date 
because the President wished to discuss that with the Vice 
Presidential nominee after he becomes Vice President. 
Not to my knowledge. He just has not made a decision on 
it, but it may very well be something he will discuss, but 
I have not heard that particular reason. That is not to say 
it might not be the case. I have not heard anyone say that, 
so not to my knowledge is the answer. 


Q. I had a related question. In the list of your func- 
tions—White House Operations Office—this lists a whole 
batch of them—‘new Appointments Secretary, Personnel 
Office,” and so forth and so on. Hasn’t one been omitted? 
Won't you be in charge of liaison with the Vice President? 

Mr. RumMsFELp. The President has not discussed that 
with me, and I would think the President would be deal- 
ing with the Vice President. 

Q. I mean, you know, just on a staff basis, somebody 
coordinating the operations of the White House Staff with 
the Vice President’s staff. 

Mr. RuMsFELp. The answer to the qustion is the 
specific arrangements with respect to the Vice President 
have not been formalized because the Vice Presidential 
nominee has not been confirmed, and, at his request, he 
did not want to presume confirmation. 

Q. To the extent there have been conversations about 
the sizes of the Vice President’s staff, the composition of 
the Vice President’s staff, would he have as large a staff 
as Mr. Ford had when he was Vice President? Aren’t 
you handling those conversations? Isn’t your office han- 
dling that? 

Mr. RumsFELp. At this point, the President will be 
handling them with the Vice President at some point. The 
answer to your question, I think, is: It evolves over a pe- 
riod of time. The Vice President and the Vice Presidential 


_ staff will end up interacting with most of the people on this 


chart. 

Q. At the present time, the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget is also a Presidential Assistant 
and he has a White House office. Will that continue or 
will he not be a Presidential Assistant? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I think he will be a Presidential As- 
sistant and I think he probably will be located with the 
Office of Management and Budget employees and Deputy 
Director and the remainder of the economic team in the 
Executive Office of the President. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, can you tell us under this reorgani- 
zational chart who will be responsible for keeping contact 
with San Clemente and former President Nixon? 

Mr. RuMSFELp. I can. At the present time, Counsellor 
to the President Jack Marsh is dealing with that array of 
questions with respect to liaison with the former Presi- 
dent, with the exception of specific legal questions which 
are being handled in the Counsel’s Office. 

I would imagine at some point in the period ahead an 
individual will be named with a specific responsibility for 
liaison with the former President other than Counsellor 
Marsh, but we do not have any announcement of that. 

Q. Do you have any idea what rank this person would 
hold? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I really don’t. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, does the President have anything 
against the women? There surely is a dearth of not only 
top level but all the way down to the lower echelon of 
women. Is there any reason why? 
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Mr. RumsFE Lp. He certainly does not, Helen. 

Q. Does he think we do not have any abilities or talents 
to fill these? 

Mr. RumsFELp. Obviously not. That would be a very 
incorrect assumption. There are women shown here. 
There are women in high ositions in the Government, in 
the departments and ag.ncies, and there is no question 
but as the President continues to bring additional people 
into Government that women are certainly being very, 
very carefully considered for those positions. 

Q. There has been a lot of criticism certainly in the 
press about the decisionmaking processes at the White 
House. Can you tell us whether the President was dis- 
satisfied with the way things were going beforehand and 
whether there are any specific changes, or even general 
ones, that are being announced today which are designed 
to counter those problems? 

Mr. RuMsFELD. I think the first question probably is 
better directed to the President at his next press confer- 
ence. 

Q. Which will be when? 

Mr. RumsrFELp. Which will be when he announces 
it. 

I can say this about the decisionmaking process here 
in the White House. I am personally satisfied, as of today, 
that on any given issue the President either will have the 
advice of his principal advisers with respect to a particu- 
lar problem in a reasonably orderly way, or he will know 
that he does not have it with respect to one or more of 
those advisers. 

That is to say that there are times when for various 
reasons an individual might want to make a judgment 
or a decision based on something less than full consulta- 
tion among the various people in the Government who 
have competence in that area. 

What is important to me is that that be done only 
when he decides it should be done. So there have been 
instances where that occurs, but in each instance that 
Iam aware of, he was aware that that was the case and 
felt that the advantages outweighed the disadvantages. 

I think that avoids having him blindsided in some 
ways, and thus far I feel that that is presently the case. 
I cannot speak for the period before. 

Q. Don, isn’t decisionmaking basically an untidy 
process, and aren’t you trying to compress and to pigeon- 
hole this business of how the President comes by making 
a decision? 

Mr. RumsFELp. Of course, in our country you lead 
by consent, not by command, and that means that during 
the period of decisionmaking if you decide that consent 
requires consultation, which it almost always does, that 
means that you have to begin to test those ideas in a 
marketplace of some sort, and it may involve extensive 
consultations within the bureaucracy. It may involve ex- 
tensive consultations with Congress. It may indeed, in 
some instances, such as the economic summit, involve 
rather extensive consultation in a fairly public way as 


you move towards your judgments, because your judg- 
ments may in some instances depend not only on what 
you might think in a vacuum but also what you might 
think would be achievable in the event that the accom- 
plishment of what you are trying to move toward requires 
the full cooperation of some other sector of the society 
or some other branch of the Government. 

So your point is right. There is no formula for how a 
Presidential decision gets made. There cannot be. There 
should not be. 

And the organization chart, however, Peter, does not 
try to do what you suggested, namely compress Presi- 
dential decisionmaking into a certain pattern. The only 
thing I would say about that is what I said, namely, in 
my judgment the President of the United States either 
ought to know, one, that he does in fact have the advice 
of the principal peopie dealing with the subject. Now, 
any given issue—that might be, oh, the energy, inter- 
national-economic, domestic-economic, legal, Congres- 
sional, and a couple of other people. Or if he does not 
have that he ought to know that he does not and make 
the conscious decision that he is willing to deal with that 
issue because of the advantages that are gained, absent 
a full, lengthy consultation process. 


Q. Could you tell us of the slightly less than 500 people 
who will be on the staff, how many were here prior to 
August 9? 

Mr. RumsreE-p. I cannot. If you take professional 
people, I think the figure is something in the neighborhood 
of 112 permanent professional people. Don’t take that 
number and compare it with the 500 because you will 
get mixed up. There are some nonpermanent people 
who count in that figure. 

But I think out of 112, since August 9, something in 
the neighborhood of 70-plus who were here are not here, 
have departed, and I think there have been something in 
the neighborhood of 50-plus additions. So that is about 
what the turnover has been, which I would guess is 
fairly normal during a change in the Presidency. 

Q. Could you elaborate a bit on point five? How are 
you going to keep the White House not unduly separated 
from the rest of the Government? And the reason for the 
question is an obvious one—the last White House did 
somehow get insulated. And could you elaborate on how 
you will go about doing that? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I don’t know whether I wrote that or 
said it, but the thought in my head was that it is probably 
desirable that, to the extent possible, the White House not 
be separated not only from the rest of the Government 
but—meaning the executive branch—but it also probably 
ought not to be separated—whatever that word means, 
“‘separated”—from the Congress and from the public and 
from the press. And I think there are a whole host of things 
one could say: the President’s frequent interaction with 
the Congress, the President’s more frequent press confer- 
ences, the concept of having a deputy. 
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Quite honestly, I think, it is probably healthier for peo- 
ple to be abie to sustain their work with good judgments 
over a period of several years if they do not completely 
cut themselves off from their families. That is to say, I 
think people ought to be able to go home once in a while 
and maybe have a weekend with their children, maybe 
see some neighbors, and maybe even shop and find out 
what the prices of things are. 

So, the idea of a deputy—and we are fortunate that 
this President is willing to work with other than simply a 
small number of individuals—has been functioning. That 
is to say, if the President needs a meeting on a certain sub- 
ject and the principal happens not to be there at that 
moment and his deputy does, his deputy goes in and the 
President is perfectly willing to deal with him, just as are 
other senior staff members. 

Now, will it actually work? I don’t know. But we are 
making an effort to see that it works, and certainly the goal 
is to see that people are not exhausted to the point where 
they might make something less than perfect judgments, 
or even something less than the best judgments they are 
capable of. 

Q. Would you call it a Ford White House now? 

Mr. RumsFELp. It is. 

Q. What is the question? 

Mr. RumsFE Lp. Is it President Ford’s White House 
and indeed it is. Now, she said. 

Q. Is it his Cabinet yet? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I have got a practice of not getting 
into that, kind of just like the Vice Presidential question. 
It seems to me that is very personal to him, and he is ad- 
dressing those questions, and I do not have any announce- 
ments to make with respect to that subject. 

Q. Do you decide who sees the President and who does 
not? 

Mr. RuMsFELp. Let me expand on my answer to the 
Cabinet. The reason I feel that way is it seems to me those 
are very difficult jobs, running a Cabinet department or a 
major agency. They are difficult enough that they do not 
need people in the White House commenting on them 
and cutting their legs out from under them, making their 
management tasks more difficult, and it seems to me peo- 
ple in those positions need to be supported. 

To the extent the President makes any judgments that 
he wants to visit with them with respect to their future 
plans, that is his prerogative and his business. 

Q. To expand the question a little bit, because my ques- 
tion included 

Mr. RumsFELp. I was finishing that one. Refresh me. 

Q. Is there one person—is it you who decides who sees 
the President and who does not? 

Mr. RuMSFELpD. No, it is not. I said I did not intend 
to become the doorkeeper and I have not become one. 
The way it works varies, but the President may get a phone 
call from a Member of Congress saying he would like to 





see him, and the President will say, “Fine,” or there may 
be a letter that comes in.or a request from a staff mem- 
ber and in the morning normally and then again in the 
evening, and, if necessary, in the middle of the day I will 
visit with him and tell him, there are the people who are 
anxious to see him, and what the subject is to the extent 
I am aware of it. 

To the extent I am not, I just tell him they want to see 
him. He then makes the judgments as to what his sched- 
ule will be. 

Q. Mr. Rumsfeld, now, you brought this reorganiza- 

tion this far. Do you plan to stay here awhile? 
' Mr. RumsFE.p. John, first, I have tried to use the 
word “organization” rather than “reorganization” be- 
cause I think it is a little more accurate. It is kind of an 
indication of where we are. Secondly, I have no other 
plans. 

Q. I wonder if I could expand on my Cabinet question 
without going into personalities, because that is what 
you indicated you did not want to talk about, the in- 
dividual Cabinet Members. Can you give us any feeling 
you may have as to how rapidly or not this process may 
proceed without going into personalities? 

Mr. RumsFELp. No. 

Q. You said you would prefer to call it organization 
rather than reorganization. Is this essentially a little more 
than a rearrangement, perhaps, of bureaucratic titles and 
positions, and if not, can you point to any one thing here 
that you think is more significant than the rest of them? 

Mr. RumsFELp. First, this is no big announcement. In 
other words, we are not up here today saying this is a 
great announcement. But we are here because there have 
been a lot of questions about the White House. People 
have asked for a phone book. Stories get printed about 
who sits where and who fits where, and the goal has been 
to try to provide some more effective communication so 
that there will be a somewhat better understanding of 
exactly the way it is working. 

Q. Weare very glad to have it, too. 

Mr. RuMSFELD. It will continue to evolve, and it 
seems to me that is understandable, and I think it would 
be a mistake to read every detail about it. 

Q. Is there any one particular thing here that repre- 
sents a substantive change from the way you were doing 
things 2 or 3 weeks ago? 

Mr. RuMSFELD. You are looking for het news within 
the last 2 weeks? 

Q. I just am under the impression—we were told 
there is going to be an announcement about organization 
at the White House. Now I just want to make sure 

Mr. RumsFE Lp. I have thought you were being told 
there would be a briefing on the subject of organizational 
arrangements in the White House, and that is what I 
have given you, not an announcement. The biggest change 
that has taken place, it seems to me—and this is not in 
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the last 2 weeks—the biggest change is the President 
himself. He is a different individual, and he behaves in a 
way that suits him. And his approach to the job, his 
dealings with the staff, his sessions with the people from 
the departments and agencies that are wrestling with 
questions on budget or economy, or energy, or whatever 
are pure Jerry Ford, and it seems to me that—really you 
know you can have varying organizational arrangements. 

I think this does accurately reflect what exists in the 
White House today. But the most important thing is the 
interaction between the President and the people on the 
staff and all of the people here within the departments 
and agencies. 

Q. Don, one or more senior staff members to the Presi- 
dent have spoken from time to time of the so-called peek- 
in status. Those who had it could just sort of look in, and 
if the President was not otherwise occupied could go in 
and talk to him. 

These nine senior staff with their specific respon- 
sibilities that are outlined here, will all nine of them have 
so-called peek-in status, or what is the status of that 
status? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I think rather than answering your 
phraseology I would like to state it positively. Certainly 
the people listed across there, plus several others, have 
the ability of calling the President or asking Nell or the 
people right outside of his door, whoever happens to be 
there, if he is busy, and if he is not busy, opening the door 
and saying, “I would like to see you.” 

Q. Who are the others besides the nine? 

Mr. RuMsFELpD. I mentioned a list of others in my 
statement who deal with the President directly and then 
obviously there are still others. It varies with the individ- 
ual. It may vary with an individual from time to time. 
But it is up to the individual how he feels about doing 
that. If he is working on a project for the President that 
is continuous, it may be that for a period of 6 months he 
may do that. It may be 6 months later; it might not be 
appropriate because the President is not deeply engaged 
in that particular project at that time, and I think it 
would be wrong to try and finish a specific, hard list of 
who does whatever it is you said some people do. 

Q. Don, how soon would you expect a clarification of 
the Vice President’s Domestic Council responsibilities? 
He is being sworn in tomorrow. He is Vice Chairman of 
the Council by statutory designation. Do you have any 
idea whether this is coming in the next few days? 

Mr. RumsFELp. I have no idea what the President 
and Vice President will discuss in this specific, and I cer- 
tainly would not want to put a time limit on. 

Let’s make this the last question. 

Q. You said several times here this afternoon the big 
thing is the President is different. I assume you mean he 
is different from former President Nixon? 

Mr. RumsFELp. He is different from every President. 


Q. How is he different in his organization than former 
President Nixon? 

Mr. RuMSFELD. It seems to me that that is for you to 
worry about. And what I can do is describe President 
Ford, and President Ford is an individual who is used to 
dealing with a variety of people with a variety of different 
views. He is very comfortable in situations where ideas are 
competing and conflicting and in participating in a proc- 
ess of sorting them out. 

Certainly, 25 years, or however long it was, in the House 
of Representatives is pretty good training grounds for that. 
So, you see an individual who is willing to meet with 
larger groups, willing to listen to points debated and dis- 
cussed, and perfectly capable of sifting and sorting through 
them and making judgments. 

Mr. NesseEN. I have one other announcement and one 
other piece of material to give you. 

You raised a question about point four which is to as- 
sure high ethical standards and behavior by his staff. We 
have a memorandum by Don Rumsfeld and one by Phil 
Buchen to the staffs spelling this out, which are here, and 
we also have i this plain, brown wrapper these standards 
of conduct for the White House as distributed to the en- 
tire White House with the applicable laws, and so forth. 
They are available here. 

Reporter. Thank you. 

NOTE: Press Secretary Ronald H. Nessen introduced Mr. Rumsfeld 
at 2:40 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the White House. 

For a statement on the White House Staff organization, see the 


following item. The organization chart referred to by Mr. Rumsfeld 
appears on pages 1588-1589 of this issue. 


White House Staff Organization 


Statement Issued by the White House Press Office. 
December 18, 1974 


The White House Staff organization announced in 
today’s briefing has been evolving since August 9. The 
working style of this President is reflected in this arrange- 
ment. It implements his concept of leadership and man- 
agement of the executive branch and conforms to the way 
President Ford operates. 

The President designed the organization with several 
important objectives in mind: 

1. To provide the Cabinet officers, agency heads, 
Members of Congress, and senior staff members with 
access to the President. 

2. To limit the White House Staff function to those 
that must necessarily be performed within the White 
House. The Cabinet and agency heads will be relied 
upon to perform all appropriate functions best performed 
by their organizations. 
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3. To achieve a clearly defined White House organiza- 
tion in which staff responsibilities and functions are 
specifically assigned. 

4. To assure high ethical standards and behavior by 
his staff. 

5. To see that the White House is an effective working 
part of the total governmental process and not unduly 
separated. 

To accomplish these objectives, the President today is 
making several announcements concerning the organiza- 
tional structure and procedures for the White House Staff 
and those staff bodies in the Executive Office of the 
President: 

First, there are four Cabinet rank advisers who will 
be available to the President on the full range of policy 
issues. Each will also have staff responsibilities. 

Second, nine key staff officers will report directly to 
the President. They are: 

—an Assistant to the President for Management and 

Budget and Director of OMB; 

—an Assistant to the President for Economic Affairs 
and Executive Director of the Economic Policy 
Board, L. William Seidman; 

—an Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs 
and Executive Director of the Domestic Council; 

—an Assistant to the President dealing with national 
security affairs, Henry A. Kissinger; 

—an Assistant to the President heading the White 
House Operations .Office and with responsibility 
for coordination of White House Staff operations, 
Donald Rumsfeld; 

—a Counsellor to the President principally responsible 
for Congressional relations and public liaison, John 
O. Marsh, Jr.; 

—the Press Secretary to the President, Ronald H. 
Nessen ; 

—a Counsellor to the President principally responsible 
for the Editorial Office and political affairs, Robert 
T. Hartmann; and 

--the legal Counsel to the President, Philip W. 
Buchen. 

Third, other staff members will, of course, also work 

directly with the President. 

These officers include the Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs, Max L. Friedersdorf; the Assistant 
to the President for Public Liaison, William J. Baroody, 
Jr.; as well as the Special Assistant to the President for 
Minority Affairs, the Special Assistant to the President 
for Human Resources, the Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Hispanic Affairs, the Special Assistant to the 
President for Consumer Affairs, and the Special Assistant 
:0 the President for Women, among others. 

Fourth, key staff members will have a deputy author- 
ized to act for him. It is hoped that this will allow the work 
at the White House to go forward even though one or 
more senior officials may be away from their office. Thus, 


no one individual will be “indispensable,” and this ap- 
proach should help to alleviate the excessively long hours 
which can prevent White House Staff members from 
leading reasonably balanced lives. 

Fifth, titles of the White House Staff positions have 
been adjusted so that they will more clearly identify the 
function performed by that position. 

Sixth, the size of the White House Office is being 
reduced by approximately 10 percent. 

Seventh, support services to the White House Staff 
will be reduced as appropriate to reflect the staff size and 
responsibilities. 

Eighth, the President’s schedule is being arranged to 
provide broad access to him by Cabinet members, agency 
heads, Members of the House and Senate and the public 
on matters in which he is personally involved. 

Ninth, the number of Presidential commissions issued 
will be limited to staff members heading key offices or key 
functions. 

These arrangements have been decided upon with the 
aim of facilitating an orderly Presidential decisionmaking 
process while assuring the President of multiple sources of 
information. Of course, the White House organization 
will continue to evolve. 

NOTE: For a news conference by Donald H. Rumsfeld on the White 


House Staff organization, see the preceding item. An organization 
chart appears on pages 1588—1589 of this issue. 


American Freedom Train 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies in Alexandria, 
Virginia, Marking the Recognition of the Train as an 
Official Bicentennial Event. December 19, 1974 


Thank you very, very much, John Warner, Don 
Kendall. 

Let me say at the outset I am most grateful for the par- 
ticipation by the Jefferson High School Band and the T. C. 
Williams High School Band, and I thank very deeply 
those who have participated and made it possible for this 
Freedom Train to undertake its journey throughout the 
United States. 

Obviously I am tremendously pleased to participate in 
the official ceremony recognizing the American Freedom 
Train as a major Bicentennial effort. 

When this train begins its 17,000-mile journey through 
48 of our 50 States this spring, the Freedom Train will 
serve as one of the focal points for our Bicentennial 
commemoration. 

It will visit 76 cities and give Americans a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity to view some of the most historic na- 
tional documents—documents which relate directly to our 
history for the last 200 years. 
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I strongly urge parents and teachers to make sure that 
your children and students take advantage of this won- 
derful opportunity. The cargo on this train represents 
much of our Nation’s past history and our hopes for the 
future. 

This exhibit touches virtually every phase of the Amer- 
ican experience. The train will carry, for example, George 
Washington’s personal copy of the Constitution. It will 
contain the handwritten draft of President Kennedy’s in- 
augural address. There will be moon rock samples, the first 
Bible printed in America, Paul Revere’s saddlebags, as 
well as exhibits represercing the Nation’s culture, tech- 
nological progress, professions and trades, sports and the 
arts. 

During the next year and a half, 40 to 50 million 
Americans are expected to view these exhibits as we near 
our 200th birthday as a Nation. 

I sincerely hope that every American, as he or she con- 
templates these historical reminders, will reflect on how 
far we have come in the short span of 200 years. And as 
: we take a long look back, let us also take a long look for- 
ward. If we do, we will be able to see the problems facing 
us today in a much clearer perspective. 

Our problems are serious ones—especially our energy 
problems and those of our economy. 

But think of the problems our forefathers had. Think of 
those 13 tiny colonies taking on the mightiest nation, the 
mightiest empire in the world. And think of them winning 
their liberty as well as ours. 

Very few people back in 1776 would have thought that 
in just 200 years those 13 colonies would provide the 
jumping off spot from which, eventually, 50 united states 
would span a vast continent and beyond, tame a mighty 
wilderness, construct a technological society of enormous 
scientific complexity, and then set out to explore space 
itself. But as we look back over this span of time and see 
what we have today, that is exactly what took place and 
transpired. 

. As we reflect on these historic accomplishments, let us 
also look ahead to the future that we are building. Let us 
reaffirm our faith in the American spirit. 

As one of the great nations of the world—spiritually, 
militarily, diplomatically, and economically—we in Amer- 
ica have the best of many worlds. We have nearly all of 
the resources which we desperately need. We have the 
technological resources. We have the human resources. 
Now, what we need in this period of—a critical time, we 
must have the will to resolve those problems, the will to 
win and the will we will win with in the months ahead. 

By the year 2000, I see a people living in a community 
of peace with other nations, with a standard of living still 
the highest in the world, with disease greatly conquered, 
with individual liberties secure for everyone, with wide op- 
portunities for good education and good housing, and 
with our national will and spirit still climbing as we move 
toward celebration of our tricentennial. 


I see the Bicentennial of 1976 as a rebirth as well as 
a birthday—a rediscovery of our strength and of our 
potential. It will strengthen our resolve to fulfill the 
promises of our forefathers. It will fortify our determina- 
tion to continue to build a freer, more just, and more 
humane society. 

This American Freedom Train will be a fitting symbol 
for what the Bicentennial really represents. Since the day 
the golden spike was driven, the railroad has symbolized 
our unity as a nation. 

On behalf of ali Americans, I thank the American 
Freedom Train Foundation and the corporations that 
have provided grants for this Freedom Train. I know that 
your contributions will inspire others to participate in the 
Bicentennial. I would like to say a very special word, a 
special word of thank you to the people of Portland, 
Oregon, who provided the iron horse that will actually 
pull this Freedom Train. 

I look forward to the Freedom Train to provide a 
unifying symbol of the heritage that made America’s 
great past a great one, and will make its future an even 
greater one. 

Now if I might, I would like to pick up this and present 
it to the Freedom Train for display, which is a document 
of tremendous historical significance, symbolic of what 
America really stands for—freedom. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. at the Alexandria Railway 
Station, Alexandria, Va. Following his remarks, the President pre- 
sented George Washington’s personal copy of the Constitution to 


Donald M. Kendall, chairman of the National Advisory Board of the 
American Freedom Train Foundation. 


Department of Defense 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Joseph Laitin To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Public Affairs. December 19, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Joseph Laitin, of Bethesda, Md., to be Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. He will succeed 
Jerry W. Friedheim, who resigned effective September 15, 
1974. 

Since November of 1963, Mr. Laitin has been with the 
Office of Management and Budget as Assistant to the 
Director for Public Affairs. Also during this time he served 
on the Marshall Commission from 1966 to 1967, the 
Eisenhower Commission from 1968 to 1969, and the Presi- 
dential Commission on Campus Unrest (Scranton Com- 
mission) in 1970. From 1965 to 1966, he served in the 
Office of the White House Press Secretary before return- 
ing to the Bureau of the Budget. 

He has held various reporting assignments during the 
period before World War II, his first being with the Brook- 
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lyn Daily Eagle and the Standard News Association. Dur- 
ing World War II, he was head of the United Press staff 
in Washington, D.C., and later became a war correspond- 
ent in the Pacific theater for Reuters and NBC. He also 
spent 10 years freelance writing, teaching, and broad- 
casting, in Los Angeles, prior to entering Government 
service. 

Mr. Laitin is married and has two children. They reside 
in Bethesda, Md. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert J. Corber To Be a Member of the 
Commission. December 19, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
tiate Robert J. Corber, of Arlington, Va., to be an Inter- 
state Commerce Commissioner for the remainder of a 
term expiring December 31, 1976. He will succeed 
W. Donald Brewer who resigned effective June 30, 1974. 

Since 1951, he has been associated with the law firm 
of Steptoe and Johnson. He was State chairman of the 
Republican Party from 1964 to 1968 in the State of 
Virginia. 

Mr. Corber was born on June 29, 1926, in Topeka, 
Kans. He received his B.S. degree from the University 
of Kansas in 1946 and his J.D. degree from Washburn 
University in 1950. He completed course work for a 
degree of Doctor of Juridical Science in 1951 at the Uni- 
versiyy of Michigan. He served in the United States Navy 
from, 1944 to 1947. 

« is married and has four children. They reside in 
Arlington, Va. 


¢ 
f 


Legal Services Corporation 


fnouncement of Selection of 11 Members of the 
A oard of Directors. December 19, 1974 


The President today made a preliminary selection, 
pending all clearances, of the 11 members of the Board 
of Directors of the Legal Services Corporation. They are: 


Wixuram T. Coreman, Jr., 54, of Philadelphia, Pa.; partner, Dil- 
worth, Paxsen, Kalish, Levy & Coleman, Philadelphia. 

Omer W. FRANKLIN, Jr., 60, of Atlanta, Ga.; former Superior Court 
Judge and member, Federal Judicial Council. 

ABRAHAM S. Go.tpsTEIN, 49, of New Haven, Conn.; dean, Yale Law 
School, New Haven. 

Epirn Starrett Green, of Portland, Oreg.; retiring Member of 
Congress. 

Denison KitcHeEt, 66, of Phoenix, Ariz.; retired partner, Evans, 
Kitchel & Jenckes, Phoenix. 

WititAM Lez Knecut, 46, of Moraga, Calif.; assistant counsel to 
the California Farm Bureau Association, Berkeley. 


Benito Mo.iero Lopez, Jr., 41, of New York, N.Y.; partner, 
Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, Palmer & Wood, New York. 

Ropo.ro MonTEJAN®9, 36, of Santa Ana, Calif. ; partner, Montejano 
& Aprahanian, Santa Ana. 

Revius G. OrtiguE, Jr., 50, of New Orleans, La.; practicing attor- 
ney, New Orleans; president, National Legal Aid and Defender 
Association. 

Guise S. Smiru, Jr., 53, of Larned, Kans.; former president, Kansas 
State Senate and member of the board of governors of the 
Council of State Governments. 

GLENN C. StopuHEL, 37, of Chattanooga, Tenn.; partner, Stophel, 
Caldwell & Heggie, Chattanooga. 

Denison Kitchel is the President’s choice for Chairman. 

The Board of Directors of the Legal Services Corpora- 
tion was established by the Legal Services Corporation Act 
of 1974. The purpose of the Corporation is to provide 
financial support for legal assistance in non-criminal 
proceedings to persons financially unable to afford legal 
assistance by making grants and contracts with individ- 
uals, partnerships, firms, corporations, non-profit orga- 
nizations, and State and local governments. 


Defense Distinguished Service Medal 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Medal to 
Gen. Andrew J. Goodpaster on His Retirement as 
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe. 

December 19, 1974 


Let me just say I have known General Goodpaster, 
well, I guess, since 1951, or thereabouts, and all of you 
know better than I his long and distinguished record, 
35 years or more in the military, a wide variety of com- 
mands and responsibilities. 

Somebody told me that you were a real triple threat 
operator in the services, General, and as I looked at the 
record I am very, very impressed with that broad area 
of responsibility and achievement. 

I certainly congratulate you on this fine, fine record. 

Those who have served with you in the military of 
course know infinitely better than I the things that you 
have done and the achievements that you have accom- 
plished. And I share with them the pride that I have as 
Commander in Chief. And I can assure you that we look 
upon people such as yourself as the epitome of achieve- 
ment in the military, representing all of us who are 
civilian. 

And I congratulate the services. And I congratulate 
you. And I thank your wife and family, for I am sure 
the many hours that you were gone, and the difficulties 
they had in holding the fort, so to speak, while you were 
serving your country. 

And I congratulate you, and thank you, and wish you 
the very, very best. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 
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Presidential Recordings and Materials 
Preservation Act 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill 
Into Law. December 19, 1974 


I have signed S. 4016, the Presidential Recordings and 
Materials Preservation Act. This measure provides the 
following: 

Title I: governs the possession, security, and accessibility 
of tape recordings and other materials of the former Pres- 
ident. Included are virtually all documents produced 
within the White House during the previous Administra- 
tion. The Administrator of General Services is charged 
with obtaining “complete possession and control” of the 
tape recordings and materials which would be made avail- 
able immediately, subject to any rights, defenses, or priv- 
ileges which may be asserted, for “subpoena or other legal 
process.” 

The Administrator is also directed to issue protective 
regulations “at the earliest possible date” governing the 
possession, security, and custody of the tapes and materials. 
Finally, the Administrator shall draft regulations govern- 
ing general public access to the tapes and materials, tak- 
ing into account a series of specified needs: (1) to provide 
the public with the “full truth” on the abuses of govern- 
mental power incident to “Watergate”; (2) to make avail- 
able the tapes and materials for judicial proceedings; (3) 
to guarantee the integrity of national security information; 
(4) to protect individual rights to a fair trial; (5) to pro- 
tect the opportunity to assert available rights and privi- 
leges; (6) to provide public access to materials of historical 
significance; and (7) to provide the former President with 
tapes or materials in which the public has no interest. 

Title I also provides for the expeditious judicial review 
of challenges to the “legal or constitutional validity” of the 
statute or of any regulation issued under its authority, and 
any action or proceeding involving “the question of title, 
ownership, custody, possession or control’ of any tape re- 
cording or other material. In the event it is determined 
that the former President has been deprived of personal 
property under the provisions of Title I, “just compensa- 
tion” shall be paid to him. 

Title IT: establishes a “Public Documents Commission” 
to study problems with respect to the control, disposition, 
and preservation of records produced by or on behalf of 
“Federal officials.” These are defined to include elected 
Federal officials and any officer of the executive, judicial 
or legislative branch of the Federal Government. The 
Commission is directed to make specific recommendations 
for legislation and other recommendations for rules and 
procedures as may be appropriate regarding the documents 
of such officials. A final report fulfilling their mandate is to 
be submitted io the Congress and the President by 
March 31, 1976. 


It has been my consistent policy toward the records of 
the former President to protect both the records them- 
selves and the legal rights of all parties involved. Follow- 
ing the release of an opinion of the Attorney General of 
the United States to the effect that the tapes and materials 
of the former President constituted his personal property, 
an agreement was entered into by Mr. Nixon and Mr. 
Sampson, the Administrator of General Services, on Sep- 
tember 6, 1974. This agreement was intended to govern 
the possession, security, and accessibility of the tapes and 
materials and it secured them from destruction or altera- 
tion during the periods when they might be needed in court 
and grand jury proceedings. Since then, a great deal of liti- 
gation and public attention have centered on that agree- 
ment. Although I believe it would not be appropriate to 
comment on the various issues, constitutional or otherwise, 
which are presented by pending cases or by the subject bill, 
I do want to mention that, by agreement made Novem- 
ber 9, 1974, the interests of the Watergate Special Prosecu- 
tion Force for access to the tapes and materials were fully 
accommodated. 

It is my understanding of the intent of the Congress 
that this act will provide the former President and others 
with the opportunity to litigate any right or privilege which 
may be asserted relevant to the tapes or materials. 

The Administrator of General Services will move 
promptly to obtain complete possession and control of the 
tapes and materials and to discharge his other duties under 
the law. 

I will name the Presidential appointees to the “Public 
Documents Commission” as quickly as possible. I am 
hopeful that the Commission will suggest even-handed 
and uniform rules governing the documents of all Federal 
officials. 


NOTE: As enacted the bill 
proved December 19, 1974. 


(S. 4016) is Public Law 93-526, ap- 


Confirmation of Vice President- 
Designate Rockefeller 


Statement by the President. December 19, 1974. 


I am delighted that Nelson Rockefeller has been duly 
confirmed today to be the 4lst Vice President of the 
United States. I congratulate him and look forward to 
his participation and assistance in the Administration. 

I commend the House of Representatives for its con- 
firmation vote today and the Senate for its vote earlier. 
Members of the 93d Congress have rendered a service to 
the Nation by filling the constitutional office of the Vice 
President before adjournment. All Americans will benefit 
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from the distinguished and devoted public service of the 
new Vice Piesident. 

NoTE: Following the confirmation vote in the House of Representa- 
tives on Thursday evening, December 19, the President and Mrs. 
Ford accompanied Governor and Mrs. Rockefeller to the Senate 
Chamber at the Capitol where Governor Rockefeller took the oath 
of office as the 41st Vice President of the United States. 


Civil Aeronautics Board 


Announcement of Intention To Appoint 
Richard Joseph O’Melia as Acting 
Chairman. December 20, 1974 


The President today announced his intention to ap- 
point Richard Joseph O’ Melia, of Maryland, to be Acting 
Chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board until he desig- 
nates a new Chairman in 1975. Mr. O’Melia was ap- 
pointed to a full 6-year term by President Ford on Sep- 
tember 27, 1974, and his term, therefore, expires on 
December 31, 1980. 

Since 1957, Mr. O’Melia has been a member of the 
staff of the Civil Aeronautics Board, serving as Special 
Assistant in the Office of the General Counsel, Deputy 
Director of the Bureau of Enforcement. From 1953 to 
1955, he was a member of the professional staff of the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Government Operations, 
serving from 1953 to 1955 as General Counsel of the 
Committee. 

He was born in Rhinelander, Wis., on May 24, 1917. 
Mr. O’Melia received his M.A. degree from the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame in 1939 and his LL.B. from the 
Marquette University Law School in 1948, following 
his service as an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps from 
1941 to 1946. From 1948 to 1951, he was engaged in the 
private practice of law with the firm of O’Melia and 
Kaye, in Milwaukee, Wis., and from 1951 to 1953 he 
was assistant city attorney for the city of Milwaukee. 

Mr. O’Melia is married to the former Anetta Jane 
O'Neil. They have five children. 


United States Railway Association 


Announcement of Nomination of Charles B. Shuman 
To Be a Member of the Board of Directors. 
December 20, 1974 


The President today announced his nomination of 
Charles B. Shuman, of Sullivan, II., to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the United States Railway Asso- 
ciation for a term of 2 years. This is a new position created 


by Public Law 93-236 of January 2, 1974. 


Mr. Shuman is a retired grain and livestock farmer. 

The United States Railway Association was established 
by Public Law 93-236 of January 2, 1974, to plan and 
finance a new rail system for the Northeastern region of 
the United States. Its Board of Directors includes 11 mem- 
bers: the Chairman, three Government members (Secre- 
tary of Transportation, Chairman of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, and Secretary of the Treasury, or their 
designees ), and seven members appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. On April 30, 
1974, the President announced that he would nominate 
Arthur D. Lewis, of New Canaan, Conn., to be Chair- 
man of the Board. 

The seven Board members appointed by the President 
are made from among recommendations of: the Associa- 
tion of American Railroads (Mr. Aydelott), the AFL-- 
CIO (Mr. Burke), the National Governors’ Conference 
(Governor Scranton), the National League of Cities and 
United States Conference of Mayors (Mr. Blatz), finan- 
cial institutions and the financial community (Mr. Payne), 
and two from among recommendations of shippers and or- 
ganizations representative of shipping interests including 
small shippers (Mr. Smith, Mr. Shuman). 


Birthday Party for Senator 
John J. Sparkman 


The President’s Remarks at the Party Marking the 
Alabama Senator’s 75th Birthday. December 20, 1974 


Thank you very, very much for the opportunity of com- 
ing to your birthday party, John. It was not on the pro- 
gram as such, but I knew that you were having a party, 
and I knew I wanted to come. 

So we are here because of the great respect and admira- 
tion I have, not only for you personally but for the fine and 
outstanding job I know firsthand you have done in the 
Congress. 

A 75th birthday is quite a landmark and a milestone. Let 
me put it in football terms. John, you may be too old for 
the University of Alabama, but I think you could be too 
young for the Washington Redskins. [Laughter] 

Thirty-eight years in the Congress is something that I 
never achieved. I, under no circumstances, could have 
made it. 

I do respect those who have served six terms in the 
House of Representatives and the remainder of that long 
and constructive record in the United States Senate. 

I think the people of Alabama have benefited tremen- 
dously from the work that you have done for that State. 
But those of us who know the record, that come from dif- 
ferent States, can honestly say thet your contributions have 
been national. And I would go one step further—and I 
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know this firsthand—your contributions have been inter- 
national, for the objectives and the goals and the aims 
that all Americans want: peace and a good and happy life 
for all of us. 


So I thank you, as a former colleague of yours in the 
Congress, and now as President, and wish you and your 
wonderful family the very, very best for another good 
many years. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Senate Caucus Room at 
the Capitol. 


The 93d Congress 
Statement by the President. December 20, 1974 


Inasmuch as I was elected to the 93d Congress and 
was part of it for half its term, any assessment I make oi 
its accomplishments upon adjournment sine die cannot 
be entirely objective. But I will always be grateful for 
the personal friendship and courtesies Members of this 
Congress have shown to me in three different official 
capacities, and for the confidence they have demonstrated 
in confirming both me and my subsequent nominee for 
the Vice Presidency. 


The legislative accomplishments of the 93d Congress 
have been less than I had hoped, but perhaps that is the 
perspective of everyone at this end of Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, and certainly this has been far from an ordinary 
session. Among the measures for which I do commend 
and congratulate the Congress are trade reform, pension 
reform, housing and community development, mass 
transit, assistance for the temporarily jobless, deep water 
ports, creation of the new Energy Research and Develop- 
ment Administration, and strengthening the antitrust 
laws. 

In my first message as President, I told the Congress 
that “we have work to do.” Much has been done, but 
much more remains. I wish the departing Members a 
warm farewell and all a happy holiday season. I look 
forward to the coming Congress and the New Year with 
the mixture of challenge and hope that the always- 
unfinished agenda of our Nation inspires in those who 
serve it in all its branches. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 


included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


December 15 

During a visit to Martinique for meetings with Presi- 
dent Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, President Ford and the 
French President visited the Hotel Leyritz, a restored 
18th century sugar, coffee, and tobacco plantation. 


December 16 


Following a departure ceremony at Lamentin Airport 
in Martinique, the President returned to Washington. 


December 17 


The President met at the White House with the bi- 
partisan Congressional leadership. Topics discussed in- 
cluded: his meetings in Martinique with French President 
Giscard d’Estaing, the foreign aid authorization bill, 
and House confirmation of Vice President-designate 
Rockefeller. 

The President has acknowledged the retirement of 
Ben C. Connally as Chief Judge of the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the Southern District of Texas, effective 
December 28, 1974. 

The President announced the designation of Alfred J. 
Eggers, Assistant Director of the National Science Foun- 
dation, as Chairman of the Geothermal Energy Coordina- 
tion and Management Project. The President also an- 
nounced the appointment of Gerald L. Parsky, Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury for Trade, Energy, and Finan- 
cial Resources Policy Coordination, as a member of the 
Project. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the second 
biennial report on National Growth and Development pre- 
pared by the Domestic Council in accordance with the 
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970. 

The President had lunch with syndicated columnist 
Joseph Alsop, who is retiring at the end of the year. 

The President today accepted the resignation of Charles 
C. Edwards as Assistant Secretary for Health, Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, effective January 15, 
1975. 

The President and Mrs. Ford hosted a Christmas Ball 
at the White House for Members of Congress, the Cabinet, 
and the senior White House Staff. 


December 18 


The White House announced that British Prime Minis- 
ter Harold Wilson has accepted President Ford’s invita- 
tion to visit the United States beginning January 30, 1975. 

The President hosted a luncheon at the White House 
for executives of the ABC, CBS, and NBC television net- 
works. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir met with 
the President. 

The President met with his Labor-Management Com- 
mittee. Following the meeting, the President met with 
former Secretary of the Treasury George P. Shultz, who 
is a member of the Committee. 
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December 19 


The President met with his energy advisers to receive 
their recommendations following the weekend energy 
meetings at Camp David, Md. 

The President has designated John H. Fanning as Act- 
ing Chairman of the National Labor Relations Board. 

The President and Mrs. Ford hosted a Christmas party 
for members of the White House press corps. 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: 


GERALD R. FORD, 1974 


The President announced his intention to nominate 
William B. Cummings, of Virginia, to, be United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia for a term of 
4 years. 

In ceremonies in the Oval Office, the President received 
diplomatic credentials from Ambassadors Rolf Sieber of 
the German Democratic Republic, Hasan Makki of the 
Yemen Arab Republic, and Abdelhadi Boutaleb of 











December 20 


The President met at the White House with leaders of 


the Jewish community. 


Morocco. 


The President today accepted the resignation of 


D. Eldred Rinehart as a member of the Renegotiation 


Board, effective January 31, 1975. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted December 14, 1974 


Wi..1aM B. Saxe, of Ohio, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to India, vice 
Daniel P. Moynihan. 


Submitted December 19, 1974 


JOSEPH LaITIN, of Maryland, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense, vice Jerry Warden 
Friedheim, resigned. 

RoserT J. Corser, of Virginia, to be an Inter- 
state Commerce Commissioner for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring December 31, 
1976, vice W. Donald Brewer, resigned. 

CHaRLEs B. SHUMAN, Of Illinois, to be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the United 
States Railway Association for a term of 2 
years (new position). 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved December 13, 1974 


ee ee Public Law 93-519 
An act to amend section 2 of title 14, 
United States Code, to authorize icebreak- 
ing operations in foreign waters pursuant 
to international agreements, and for other 
purposes. 

i ctntdavneunbcamaws Public Law 93-520 
An act to extend for one year the time 
for entering into a contract under section 
106 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1974. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved December 14, 1974 


BES, DS. DiBs nw cwacnccin Public Law 93-522 
Joint resolution to authorize the continued 
use of certain lands within the Sequoia 
National Park by portions of an existing 
hydroelectric project. 

Rt BOP S entncsendtenssny Public Law 93-521 
An act to provide that Mansfield Lake, In- 
diana, shall be known as “Cecil M. Harden 
Lake”. 


Approved December 16, 1974 


Public Law 93-523 
Safe Drinking Water Act. 


Approved December 18, 1974 
Public Law 93-524 


An act to deduct from gross tonnage in 
determining net tonnage those spaces on 
board vessels used for waste materials. 
Public Law 93-625 
An act to amend title 10, United States 
Code, by repealing the requirement that 
only certain officers with aeronautical rat- 
ings may command flying units of the 
Air Force. 


Approved December 19, 1974 


De Woes cares nics ane nied Public Law 93-526 
Presidential Recordings and Materials Pres- 
ervation Act. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released December 13, 1974 


Advance text: remarks upon arrival in Mar- 
tinique, French West Indies 


Released December 14, 1974 


Advance text: toast at dinner with French 
President Giscard d’Estaing in Martinique, 
French West Indies 


Released December 17, 1974 


Advance text: remarks at the Christmas 
Pageant of Peace 


Released December 18, 1974 


Fact sheet: commissioned White House Staff 
Fact sheet: principal functions of major 
offices shown on White House organization 
chart 
Biographical data (11 releases) : 
Roy L. Ash 
Philip W. Buchen 
James H. Cavanaugh 
Kenneth R. Cole, Jr. 
Robert T. Hartmann 
Jerry Jones 
Henry A. Kissinger 
John O. Marsh, Jr. 
Ronald H. Nessen 
Donald Rumsfeld 
L. William Seidman 


Released December 19, 1974 


Advance text: remarks at the American Free- 
dom Train ceremonies in Alexandria, Va. 
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